The Most Common Signs Hail Leaves On Windows
A window can take a hail hit and still stay in one piece, which is why the damage is easy to miss at first.
Start with the glass, then move to the frame, sash, and surrounding trim.

The most common glass clues are small chips, star patterns, pits, and rough patches that were not there before

the storm.

A hail strike can compromise an insulated unit without creating a clean crack, and that hidden failure often shows
up later as fogging.

Condensation trapped between glass layers usually means the insulated seal has broken down, which hail can

trigger even when the break is not obvious.
Do not stop at the pane, because hail can dent or crack the parts that hold the glass in place.

Vinyl frames may show small cracks or stress marks, while aluminum can dent more easily and wood can splinter

or expose fresh raw edges.

A serious hit can leave chipped paint, loose caulk, or glazing that has pulled away from the glass edge.

What To Check Before You Assume The Window Is Fine

Before you climb a ladder or start pressing hard on damaged glass, inspect from the ground first.
Daylight helps, especially when the sun hits the glass at an angle and exposes small fractures.

Use a flashlight at an angle if you need to, and scan for pitting, spidering, or small fracture lines that catch the
light.

From inside, pay attention to drafts, rattles, and any window that suddenly sounds loose in the frame.

Operation matters, because hail and the vibration that follows can knock a window out of alignment.

A window that suddenly sticks, drags, or will not latch correctly may have more than cosmetic damage.

Check nearby screens too.

Those smaller clues matter because they help show whether the window took a direct hit or only a glancing one.

An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

Why Hail Damage Is Easy To Miss In Dallas
In Dallas, hailstorms can move through quickly, and the damage they leave is often easy to miss from the curb.

That is especially true with double-pane or Low-E glass, where the outer surface may look acceptable while the

seal or coating has been compromised.
What starts as a tiny chip or hairline crack can spread with heat, cooling cycles, and normal house movement.

North Texas temperature swings can push a weakened pane or seal from "usable" to failed much faster than
many homeowners expect.



After a seal fails, moisture gets trapped inside the unit and leaves fogging, clouding, or spotting that cleaning will

not fix.
If you are comparing storm damage to ordinary wear, a few patterns help separate the two.

Aging windows usually fail slowly, while hail damage tends to show up in clusters, often on the windward side of

the home.

Next Steps After You Suspect Hail Damage

Some hail damage can be repaired, but some windows need replacement to restore performance and weather
protection.

A minor cosmetic mark is one thing, but Windows of Dallas damage that reaches deeper into the pane is a

different problem.

A cracked pane, a failed seal, a frame that no longer holds alignment, or repeated fogging between panes usually

means replacement is the better option.

Depending on the policy and the extent of the storm damage, hail damage can be covered by insurance for

window replacement in Dallas, but the claim still needs documentation.

Document everything with interior and exterior photos, the storm date, and any inspection paperwork you

receive.
If you are unsure whether the window can be saved, do not guess based on appearance alone.
Most people are not only asking whether the glass cracked.

A proper inspection can prevent a small impact from turning into a bigger enclosure problem.
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