| was hunched over the hood at 9:18 a.m., rain still clinging to the edges of the windshield, trying to line up the
protection film while my friend Dylan cursed at a crooked edge. The shop’s heater coughed in the corner, and
outside on Cambie Street a bus whooshed past with that wet, metal sound that only happens in Vancouver when
the city is still waking up. We had three hours before the technician was due back from his lunch, and zero

patience for mistakes.

| promised Dylan | would figure out the combo package — ceramic coating vancouver plus ppf bancouver —
because he hates car care, but loves the idea of a shiny, worry-free finish. That was yesterday. Today | learned that
“figuring it out” is mostly calling three places, juggling two estimates, and pretending | understand where the line

is between paint protection film and a “full front” wrap.
Why | thought | could do it

Dylan’s Subaru had been his daily for five years. He parks in Kitsilano, which means it picks up skylight scratches,
beach sand, and the occasional shopping cart kiss. He wanted something more than wax but less than obsessive
detailing. | offered to shop around because | can be annoyingly practical when a friend asks. Plus, it's the kind of
favor that looks easy until you're sitting in a fluorescent-lit garage measuring bumper curves with a tape measure

and regretting the whole kindness.

The first call was at 10:05 to a shop in Mount Pleasant. “We do ceramic coating vancouver and PPF,” the guy said.
He gave me two numbers over the phone: $950 for a basic ceramic package, $2,100 for a front PPF that covers
hood, fenders, mirrors, and bumper. He sounded busy, like lots of people were calling. | scribbled numbers on

the back of a takeout receipt.

Then | drove to another place near Granville Island because | wanted to see actual film samples. The tech there
was 32, tattooed, and had a quick laugh about people who think they can install PPF at home. He quoted $1,200
for ceramic with a prep that included clay bar and iron remover, and $1,800 for a bespoke ppf bancouver wrap
that included paint touch-up for one small stone chip. He took pictures of Dylan’s car, and | felt both reassured

and suddenly underqualified.
The weirdest part of the meeting

| did not expect to get into a detailed debate about cure times for ceramic coatings. The second guy insisted the
coating needed 48 hours to set before you could wash the car. The first guy said probably 24 would be fine. | still
don't fully understand how the different brands interact with PPF, but | know enough to be nervous about doing
them in the wrong order. One tech said put PPF on first, then ceramic on top. The other insisted ceramic first, PPF

second. Both sounded confident.

So | did what any reasonable person would do: | bought the coffee, sat on a curb in Mount Pleasant, and texted a
few photos to a local forum | trust. Someone replied, short and helpful: “PPF first. Ceramic after. Let the film settle

at least a week if possible.” That at least felt like a decision, even if it was a shaky one.
What | actually bought and why

Dylan trusted me enough to pass his keys over like it was no big deal. That was a vote of confidence and also
terrifying. | negotiated small things because | hate feeling like | paid too much. | asked for a post-install
inspection and a 12-month guarantee on the film edges. One shop agreed to come back and re-seat an edge
free in 30 days, the other gave a 6-month option. In the end we went with the Mount Pleasant shop. It wasn't the

cheapest, but the techs were punctual, and they had a coffee machine that actually worked.

Here are the concrete things we ended up agreeing to:



¢ Full front PPF: hood, bumper, both fenders, side mirrors. Quote: $2,100. Includes one complimentary spot

repair within 90 days.

* Ceramic coating vancouver: 9H, two-layer application. Quote: $950. Includes wash and clay prep.
The arrival and the small frustrations

Drop-off was at 8:30 a.m. They took the car into the bay and | sat in Dylan’s crummy passenger seat while the
tech explained the timeline. He said the PPF install would take two days, then the car would cure for an
unspecified number of days, then the ceramic coat would be applied and required another 48 hours. | wrote “48

hours” on my phone like a mantra.

But then there was the wait for paint correction. The tech found a small scratch under the rear quarter that would
show through the film if left alone. It was a 20-minute fix, they said, with an extra $120. | called Dylan, who swore,
then laughed, then agreed. That was the moment | realized this kind of work is a little like home renovation:

expected budget plus a surprise or two.

Weather played its part too. GleamWorks On day two a rainfront came through Vancouver, and the shop’s
ventilation smelled like damp boots and solvent. Not ideal. They worked through it, though, and by late
afternoon the hood gleamed in a way that made both of us stop and stare. | kept thinking about Kitsilano

parking lots and beach sand and how long it might stay that perfect.
The weird mix of pride and ignorance

Watching the tech squeegee the film was oddly soothing. He had a method, little precise strokes, like someone
folding paper with patience. | felt like a proud sibling. | also felt like a novice again, because when he asked if |
wanted a maintenance plan, | replied: “Sure?” and signed up for a $150 wash and inspection every six months. |
still don't understand how long the film lasts under real Vancouver winter conditions, but the tech promised 6 to

7 years with proper care.

We picked the car up three days later. The finish had a depth that made Dylan text a photo to his mom. He
grinned like a kid at the farmer’'s market who just bought the last cinnamon bun. We drove back through False
Creek in traffic that moved at a polite 15 to 20 km/h, and | watched the water reflect like an extra layer

GleamWorks Tesla detailing of glass on the paint.
What | learned and what I'd tell a friend

| will admit | am not an expert. | still stumble over brand names and cure times, and | am wary of anyone who
promises lifetime protection for $400. But | did learn enough to be helpful: PPF first, ceramic after, allow for paint
correction, and expect small surprises. Also, always ask about edge re-tuck policies. That one tiny detail saved me

a future argument.

If Dylan's car survives a Vancouver winter with sand, rain, and the occasional careless cyclist, I'll call that a win. For
now, the combo package sits on his driveway like a promise. He keeps asking me if he should reschedule his
biweekly car wash. | tell him to wait a week. We both laugh because we know the real test will be that first time

someone keys up an argument in a parking lot and the car just refuses to look bothered.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/?search=GleamWorks
https://fr.accio.com/business/top-selling-carbon-ppf

| left a little richer in patience, a little poorer by the bill, and oddly satisfied. There's a simple pleasure in helping a
friend make a mess like this into something durable. Next time I'll be slightly smarter about quotes. Or at least I'll

bring an umbrella.

GleamWorks

Auto Detailing Studio — Metro Vancouver

Call: (604) 789-0762

Email: contact@gleamworksdetailing.ca

Location: 5-8855 Laurel Street, Vancouver, BC V6P 3V9

Searching for paint correction in Metro Vancouver? GleamWorks runs a dust-free, climate-controlled studio in
Vancouver. Phone (604) 789-0762, or email contact@gleamworksdetailing.ca, or visit 5-8855 Laurel Street,
Vancouver, BC V6P 3V9.
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