
How to Get a Pedigree Certificate for My Dog: A
Practical Guide for Designer and Hybrid Breed
Owners
If you own a designer dog or a hybrid breed, you have probably wondered how to get a pedigree
certificate for my dog at some point. Maybe you adopted a Doodle from a friend whose litter
was unplanned. Maybe you bought a Pomsky from a small breeder who never registered the
parents. Or perhaps your rescue mutt turned out to be a gorgeous mix of two pure breeds, and
you want official recognition of what he is. Whatever your situation, the path to a pedigree
certificate is not always straightforward, but it is absolutely possible. This guide walks you
through the process, the paperwork, and the trade-offs, so you can make an informed decision
for your dog.

Understanding Pedigree Certificates and Breed Registries
A pedigree certificate is an official document that traces a dog's lineage, usually back three to
five generations. It shows the names, registration numbers, and titles of the dog's ancestors,
and it confirms that the dog belongs to a recognized breed. Most people associate pedigree
papers with organizations like the American Kennel Club (AKC), the United Kennel Club (UKC),
or the Canadian Kennel Club (CKC). These clubs maintain strict breed standards and require
both parents to be registered before a litter can be registered.

But here is the reality: many designer dogs and hybrid breeds do not qualify for traditional
registry because their parents are from different purebred lines. A Labradoodle, for example,
has a Labrador Retriever parent and a Poodle parent. Neither the AKC nor the UKC recognizes
that cross as a breed, so a standard pedigree certificate from those clubs is not available. That
does not mean your dog is less valuable or less worthy of documentation. It just means you
need a different route.

Why You Might Want a Pedigree Certificate
Before we get into the how, let's talk about the why. A pedigree certificate serves several
purposes. It provides proof of your dog's genetic background, which can help with health
screening and breeding decisions. It also gives you a sense of your dog's heritage and can be a
point of pride. Some owners want papers for showing or competing in events that require
registered dogs. Others simply want to formalize their dog's identity, especially if they plan to
breed later.



For owners of hybrid breeds, the question of how to get a pedigree certificate for my dog often
comes up when they want to register a litter. If you have a male and female of the same cross,
you might want to sell puppies with papers. That is where a breed registry that accepts
designer dogs becomes essential.

The Traditional Route: Purebred Registration
If your dog is a purebred and both parents are already registered with a major kennel club, the
process is simple. The breeder should have handled litter registration at the time of birth. You
receive a registration application from the club, fill in your details, and send it in with the fee.
Within a few weeks, you get a pedigree certificate in the mail. This is the ideal scenario, but it is
rare for designer dogs.

If your dog is purebred but the parents were not registered, you might still be able to get papers
through a process called "single registration" or "indefinite listing privilege" with some clubs.
The AKC offers the AKC Canine Partners program for mixed-breed dogs, but that does not
provide a traditional pedigree certificate. It gives your dog a number and allows participation in
certain events, but it does not trace lineage.

The Designer Dog Alternative: Alternative Registries
For owners of designer dogs and hybrid breeds, the most practical solution is to work with a
registry that specializes in these dogs. The Designer Kennel Club, for example, was created
specifically for crosses like Goldendoodles, Cockapoos, Schnoodles, and other popular mixes.
These registries understand that the parents may not have papers from the AKC or UKC, and
they offer a way to document your dog's background based on available evidence.

When you apply to such a registry, you typically need to provide as much information as
possible about your dog's parents. If the breeder gave you a breeder contract that lists the sire
and dam, that helps. If you have veterinarian records that note the breed or cross, those are
useful too. Some registries accept sworn statements from the breeder or from a veterinarian
who has examined the dog and its parents.

The key is that the registry is not verifying purity against a dog breed standard; it is verifying
that the dog is what the owner claims it is. That is a subtle but important difference. For a
designer dog, the breed standard does not exist yet, so the registry relies on documentation
and, increasingly, on DNA testing.

The Role of DNA Testing in Pedigree Certification
Canine genetics have come a long way in the last decade. DNA testing can now identify the
breed composition of a mixed-breed dog with surprising accuracy. Some breed registries

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06op1kO7iY4


accept DNA test results as part of the registration application. If you want to know how to get a
pedigree certificate for my dog and you do not have parent papers, a DNA test is often the best
first step.

You can order a kit from a reputable company, swab your dog's cheek, and mail it in. The lab
analyzes the DNA against a database of purebred dogs and returns a report showing the
percentage of each breed in your dog's ancestry. If the results show that your dog is, say, 50
percent Poodle and 50 percent Labrador Retriever, you have strong evidence that he is a
Labradoodle. Some registries will accept that report as proof of breed and issue a pedigree
certificate based on it.

But be careful: not all DNA tests are created equal. Some are more accurate than others, and
some registries only accept tests from specific labs. Before you spend money, check the
registry's requirements. The Designer Kennel Club, for instance, has a list of approved testing
providers. Using an unapproved test might mean your application is rejected.

Step-by-Step: Applying for a Pedigree Certificate
Let me lay out a practical sequence that works for most owners of designer dogs or hybrid
breeds.

1. Gather your documents. Collect any breeder contract, sales receipt, veterinarian
records, and photos of the dog and its parents if you have them. The more evidence
you can provide about your dog's breed and lineage, the smoother the process will be.



2. Order a DNA test if needed. If you have no parent papers, a DNA test is your strongest
evidence. Choose a test that the registry accepts. Wait for the results, which usually
take two to four weeks.

3. Fill out the registration application. Most registries have an online form or a PDF you
can print. You will need to provide your dog's name, date of birth, breed or cross, color,
and markings. You will also list the sire and dam if you know them.

4. Submit your application and fee. Fees vary. Expect to pay anywhere from $30 to $100
for a basic pedigree certificate, plus extra for expedited service or additional copies.

5. Wait for processing. The registry reviews your application and supporting documents.
If everything is in order, they issue the pedigree certificate and mail or email it to you.

The entire process can take anywhere from a few weeks to a couple of months, depending on
the registry's workload and whether you need a DNA test.

What About International Recognition?
If you plan to travel or compete abroad, you might wonder whether your designer dog's
pedigree certificate will be recognized by international bodies like the Fédération Cynologique
Internationale (FCI). The FCI is a global federation of kennel clubs that sets breed standards
and maintains a worldwide registry. Unfortunately, the FCI only recognizes breeds that have a
formal breed standard, and most designer dogs do not qualify. That means your dog's pedigree
certificate from a designer registry will not be accepted for FCI events or breeding programs.

That said, if your goal is simply to document your dog's heritage for personal satisfaction, for
local events, or for breeding within the designer dog community, a certificate from a
specialized registry is perfectly adequate. It is a matter of matching the document to your
needs.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them
I have seen owners make a few mistakes that slow down or derail their application. Here are
the most common ones.

Assuming all registries are the same. They are not. The AKC, UKC, CKC, and the Designer
Kennel Club all have different rules, fees, and accepted evidence. Choose the registry that
matches your dog's situation. If you have a purebred with unknown parents, the AKC's Purebred
Alternative Listing program might work. If you have a designer dog, go with a designer registry.

Skipping the DNA test. Some owners try to submit an application without any proof of breed,
hoping the registry will take their word for it. That rarely works. A DNA test is a small
investment that saves you time and frustration.



Failing to check the registry's requirements. Every registry has a list of required documents.
Read it carefully before you start. If they want a photo of the dog and you do not include one,
your application will be returned.

Using the wrong name for your dog's breed. If you have a Cockapoo, do not list it as a "Cocker
Spaniel-Poodle mix" if the registry uses the term "Cockapoo." Use the name that the registry
recognizes. This seems trivial, but it can cause confusion.

Is a Pedigree Certificate Worth It?
That depends on what you want. If you are never going to breed your dog or enter a
conformation show, a pedigree certificate is mostly a keepsake. It is a nice piece of paper that
tells your dog's story. But if you plan to breed, sell puppies, or compete in events that require
registration, then the answer is yes. A pedigree certificate opens doors that would otherwise be
closed.

For owners of designer dogs, the question of how to get a pedigree certificate for my dog is
often the first step toward becoming a serious breeder. It shows that you are committed to
documenting your dogs and maintaining the integrity of the cross. It also gives your puppy
buyers confidence that they are getting a well-documented dog.

Final Thoughts
Getting a pedigree certificate for a designer dog or hybrid breed is not as simple as it is for a
purebred with established papers. But it is far from impossible. With a little research, a DNA
test, and the right registry, you can get official documentation that honors your dog's unique
heritage. Whether you choose the Designer Kennel Club, the AKC Canine Partners program, or
another registry, the key is to start with good evidence and follow the rules.

Your dog does not care about papers. But if you do, and you want to trace his lineage or prove
his breed, the path is clear. Take it step by step, and you will have that pedigree certificate in
hand before you know it.


