Key Points to Consider When Upgrading Your
Home's Door Locks

Improving the security of your home starts with the locks on your doors and windows. A well-
chosen lock upgrade can make a real difference in how safe you feel and how well your
property is protected. This article outlines the main points to think through when planning an
upgrade, from the type of lock to the condition of the door frame.

Check the Type of Lock You Currently Have

Before you buy anything new, take a close look at what is already installed. A standard key-in-
knob lock is common on many interior doors, but for exterior doors you want something
sturdier. A deadbolt is a popular choice because it adds a separate bolt that resists forced
entry better than a spring latch. If you have a cylinder lock, note whether it is a single-cylinder
or double-cylinder design. Single-cylinder locks are simpler but can be easier to pick. Double-
cylinder locks offer better key control because the inside and outside can be keyed separately.

Consider the Grade of the Lock

Lock hardware is rated by its durability and security. The American National Standards Institute
(ANSI) grades locks from 1 to 3, with Grade 1 being the most robust. For a front or back door
that sees heavy use, a Grade 1 or Grade 2 lock is a sensible investment. Grade 3 locks are fine
for interior doors where less security is needed. Checking the lock grade before you buy helps
you avoid weak hardware that might fail when you need it most.



Inspect the Strike Plate and Door Frame

A strong lock is only as good as the parts it attaches to. The strike plate is the metal piece on
the door frame that the lock bolt slides into. Many standard strike plates are held in with short
screws that pull out easily under force. Replacing the strike plate with a heavy-duty version and
using longer screws that reach into the wall stud can greatly improve resistance to kicking.
Also check the condition of the door frame itself. If the wood is soft or damaged, it may need
repair or reinforcement before a new lock will work properly.
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Look at Anti-Snap and Anti-Bump Features

Burglars sometimes use techniques like lock snapping or bumping to open a lock without a
key. Anti-snap cylinders are designed so that if the keyway is snapped off, the lock still holds.
Anti-bump cylinders use special pins or mechanisms that make bumping ineffective. When
choosing a new cylinder lock, look for one that mentions these features. They add a layer of
protection that standard cylinders do not offer.

Evaluate Key Control and Master Keying

Key control refers to how easily keys can be copied or duplicated. Some locks use restricted
keyways that require a special authorization card to get duplicates. This prevents someone
from making copies at a hardware store without your knowledge. If you have multiple doors
and want one key to open them all, master keying is an option. It lets you have a single master
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key for all your locks while still allowing individual keys for each door. Just keep in mind that
master keying can reduce overall security because it introduces a secondary set of pins that a
skilled lock picker might exploit.

Multipoint Locks for Added Security

For doors that need extra strength, a multipoint lock engages several bolts along the edge of
the door. These are common on patio doors and main entry doors. They make it harder to force
the door open because the force is distributed across multiple points. If you are upgrading a
sliding glass door or a wide entry door, a multipoint lock is a strong option. The trade-off is that
installation is more involved and the hardware is generally more expensive than a single
deadbolt.

Think About Window Locks and Locks on Secondary Doors

Windows are often overlooked in a lock upgrade plan. A simple sash lock or a key-operated
window lock can prevent a window from being pried open from outside. For basement
windows, consider locks that secure the window in a partially open position for ventilation
while still preventing full entry. Locks on secondary doors, such as a side door to the garage or
a basement door, should be treated with the same care as the main front door. An intruder
often tries these less visible entry points first.






Consider Professional Residential Lock Upgrades

If you are unsure about choosing the right lock or installing it correctly, professional residential

lock upgrades can save you time and give you peace of mind. A skilled locksmith can assess

your door and frame, recommend a lock that matches your needs, and install it properly the
first time. They can also handle more complex tasks like fitting a multipoint lock or integrating
a smart lock with your existing system. Having a professional do the work means you avoid
common mistakes like mismatching screw lengths or damaging the door surface.

Plan for Smart Lock Integration

Smart locks offer convenience through keyless entry, remote access, and integration with
home automation systems. When considering a smart lock, check that it fits your door's
thickness and backset. Also think about power: some use batteries, which need replacing,
while others connect to your home's wiring. A smart lock can be a great upgrade, but it should
still meet the same physical security standards as a traditional lock. Look for smart locks that
use a Grade 1 or Grade 2 deadbolt mechanism and have anti-snap features if they use a key
override.

Professional Residential Lock Upgrades for Complex Situations

For homes with older doors or unusual frame sizes, professional residential lock upgrades are
often the best path. A locksmith can modify the door or frame to accept modern hardware
without compromising the structure. They can also recommend products that balance security
with ease of use, something that is hard to judge from a store shelf. If you have a door with a
glass panel, a locksmith might suggest a lock that is less vulnerable to being opened from the
inside if the glass is broken.
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Okey Locksmith provides 24/7 mobile automotive, residential, commercial, access control, and
emergency locksmith services in Oklahoma City and nearby communities, and you can reach



them at +1 405-703-8943 or visit them at 3121 SW 29th St, Oklahoma City, OK 73119, USA.

Okey Locksmith is also on Instagram.


https://www.instagram.com/okeylocksmithokc/

