What to Look for in Professional Window
Installation Services

Living in South Florida means living with weather that tests everything on your home. | have
seen it happen time and again where a homeowner picks the most expensive windows on the
market, only to have them fail because the installation was rushed or done by someone who
did not understand the local building codes. The truth is that even the best impact-rated
window will underperform if the people putting it in take shortcuts. Over the years, | have
learned that choosing window installation services is just as important as choosing the
windows themselves.

Why Proper Installation Matters More Than You Think

A window is only as good as its seal. In a place like Fort Lauderdale, where hurricane season
can bring wind speeds that push rain sideways, the gap between the window frame and the
rough opening becomes a vulnerability. | have inspected homes where the windows
themselves were brand new and rated for high winds, but the caulking was already cracking
because the installers used a cheap sealant or did not clean the surface first. That kind of
oversight leads to water intrusion, mold growth, and eventually rot in the surrounding wood
framing.

Beyond weather resistance, proper installation also affects energy efficiency. A window that is
not leveled correctly or not shimmed properly will create air leaks. Your air conditioner works
harder, your electric bill goes up, and the comfort of your home drops. Professional window
installation services should include a thorough check of the rough opening, proper flashing

around the sill, and the use of expanding foam or backer rod where needed. These are details
that separate a job that lasts twenty years from one that needs repairs after two seasons.

How to Evaluate a Contractor Before You Hire

| have worked with dozens of contractors over the years, and | have learned that the best ones
share a few common habits. First, they always want to see the job site before giving a quote. If
someone gives you a price over the phone without looking at your walls or measuring the
openings, that is a red flag. Every house settles differently, and older homes in particular can
have openings that are out of square by half an inch or more. A good installer accounts for
that.
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Second, they carry proper insurance and are willing to show you proof. This is not just about
protecting yourself from liability if someone gets hurt on your property. It also tells you that the
contractor runs a legitimate business with workers who are trained and covered. | have seen
homeowners hire uninsured crews to save a few hundred dollars, only to end up paying
thousands later when the work had to be redone after a storm.

Third, they use the right materials for the climate. In South Florida, that means stainless steel
or galvanized fasteners, high-quality silicone sealant that is compatible with the window frame,
and flashing tape that meets Miami-Dade County product approval standards. A contractor
who skimps on materials is a contractor who does not plan for the long term.
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The Difference Between a Window Replacement and a New
Construction Install

One thing that often surprises homeowners is that replacing an old window in an existing
home is not the same as putting windows into a new build. In a new construction project, the
framing is fresh, the opening is typically square, and the installer has access to the exterior
sheathing and house wrap. In a replacement job, you are working with an existing opening that
may have been framed decades ago, with old wood that may be rotted or out of plumb.

Experienced window installation services know how to handle these differences. They will
remove the old window carefully, inspect the surrounding structure for rot or termite damage,
and make repairs before putting in the new unit. They will also install a new pan or sill to direct
water away from the wall. These steps take time, but they prevent the kind of hidden damage
that leads to mold and structural decay. If a contractor tells you they can swap out windows in
a day without looking at the framing, do not hire them.

Signs of Poor Workmanship to Watch For

| have walked through many homes where the installation was done poorly, and the signs are
usually easy to spot once you know what to look for. Here are a few things | check every time:

e Gaps between the window frame and the wall that are filled only with caulk, not
backed with foam or a backer rod. Caulk alone will crack as the house moves.

e Windows that do not open and close smoothly. If the sash drags or binds, the frame is
likely out of square.

e Water stains or discoloration on the interior drywall below the window. That almost
always means the sill pan was not installed or the flashing was done wrong.

e Visible light between the window frame and the opening when you look from the
outside. That is an air and water leak waiting to happen.

If you see any of these issues, do not accept the work. A reputable contractor will fix them
without argument because they know that a proper install protects their reputation.



What a Thorough Installation Process Looks Like

When | hire window installation services for a project, | expect a process that follows a clear
sequence. The crew starts by protecting the interior and exterior areas around the opening.
They remove the old window, taking care not to damage the siding or the interior finish. They
inspect the rough opening, clean out any debris, and treat any rot or insect damage they find.
Then they apply a flexible flashing tape to the sill and jambs, followed by a continuous bead of
sealant around the perimeter.

The new window goes in with shims to ensure it is level and plumb. They fasten it through the
frame into the studs, not just through the siding. Then they install a sill pan or an adhesive pan
at the bottom to direct water outward. Finally, they seal the exterior gap with a high-quality



silicone that stays flexible for years. On the inside, they may insulate the gap with low-
expanding foam and then trim it out. When they are done, the window should operate smoothly
and look clean from both sides.

That level of thoroughness is what separates a professional job from a handyman special. It
also gives you peace of mind when the next storm comes through.

Why Local Experience Matters

Building codes in South Florida are stricter than in most of the country, and for good reason.
The Florida Building Code and the Miami-Dade County product control program set standards
for impact resistance, water infiltration, and structural loads that are designed to protect
homes during hurricanes. A contractor who works outside the region may not know these
codes. Even a contractor from northern Florida might not be familiar with the specific
requirements for Broward or Palm Beach counties.

Local experience also means the contractor understands the common issues with homes in
the area, such as stucco cracks that let water behind the window frame, or the way that salt air
corrodes certain metals faster. These are not things you learn from a textbook. They come
from years of working on houses in the same climate.
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For homeowners in Fort Lauderdale and the surrounding communities, finding a company that
has been doing this work locally for decades can make a big difference. One such company is
LockTight Impact Windows, Doors, & Roofing, located at 2200 SW 45th St #101, Fort
Lauderdale, FL 33312, USA, reachable at +1 954-500-5625. They specialize in impact windows,
doors, and roofing, with over 50 years of experience and top customer ratings in the area.

When you invest in window installation services, you are investing in the safety and comfort of
your home for years to come. Taking the time to choose the right contractor, one who
understands the local climate, building codes, and proper techniques, is the best decision you
can make. Do not rush the process. Your home deserves work that is done right the first time.



