
When to Hire an Estate Planning Lawyer: A
Practical Guide
Most people put off estate planning because they think it is only for the wealthy or the elderly.
That assumption can lead to unnecessary stress and legal trouble for the people you leave
behind. I have seen this happen more times than I can count. A client in their forties with young
children, a modest house, and a 401(k) assumed they did not need a formal plan. When an
unexpected illness took them, their spouse spent months in probate and nearly lost the home
because the title was not properly transferred.

That is where an estate planning lawyer becomes essential. They do not just write wills for the
rich. They help anyone who owns property, has minor children, or wants to make sure their
healthcare wishes are followed. The key is knowing when to call one and what to expect when
you do.

What an Estate Planning Lawyer Actually Does
An estate planning lawyer is a licensed attorney who specializes in preparing documents that
manage your assets and healthcare decisions during your life and after your death. The core
documents include a will, a trust (if needed), a durable power of attorney, and an advance
healthcare directive. Some people also need a living will or a HIPAA authorization so that
family members can access medical records.

The lawyer's job is to listen to your situation, understand your assets and family dynamics, and
then draft documents that reflect your intentions. They also help you avoid common pitfalls
like naming the wrong executor or failing to update beneficiaries on retirement accounts. A
good lawyer will explain the trade-offs between a will and a trust, and they will help you
understand the probate process in your state.
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Signs You Should Talk to an Estate Planning Lawyer
Not everyone needs a full estate plan right away, but certain life events make it wise to consult
a professional. Here are a few situations where calling an estate planning lawyer makes sense:

You get married or divorced. Marriage changes your legal relationship to your assets,
and divorce often invalidates previous designations.

You have a child or adopt. If you die without a will, the court decides who raises your
children. An estate planning lawyer can help you name a guardian.
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You buy a home or start a business. Real estate and business interests often require
more than a simple will to avoid probate.

You inherit a significant asset. Inherited money or property can complicate your own
estate if you do not plan for it.

You are approaching retirement or have a chronic illness. Planning ahead gives you
control over your care and your money.

Each of these events changes your financial or personal landscape. A quick conversation with
an estate planning lawyer can tell you whether you need to update your documents or start
from scratch.

The Difference Between a Will and a Trust
One of the most common questions people ask is whether they need a will or a trust. The short
answer is that most people benefit from a will, and some people benefit from a trust. A will is a
legal document that says who gets your property after you die. It goes through probate, which
is a court process that can take months and cost thousands of dollars. A trust, on the other
hand, allows you to transfer assets to beneficiaries without probate. You can also set
conditions on when and how beneficiaries receive the money.

An estate planning lawyer can help you decide which option fits your life. For example, if you
own a home in a state with a slow probate system, a trust might save your heirs time and
money. If your estate is small and straightforward, a will might be sufficient. The lawyer will
also point out that a trust requires you to retitle assets into the trust's name, which is a step
many people forget to do.

What to Expect When You Meet an Estate Planning Lawyer
Your first meeting with an estate planning lawyer is usually a consultation. They will ask about
your family, your assets, and your goals. Bring a list of what you own: bank accounts, real
estate, retirement accounts, life insurance policies, and any debts. Also bring the names and
contact information of the people you want to name as executor, trustee, and agent under a
power of attorney.

The lawyer will then explain the documents they recommend and give you a flat fee quote.
Most estate planning lawyers charge a flat fee rather than an hourly rate for standard plans.
That fee usually covers the initial consultation, drafting, and a signing meeting. Make sure you
ask what happens if you need to make changes later. Some lawyers include a free review
within a year, while others charge for updates.



After you sign the documents, keep them in a safe place but tell your executor or a trusted
family member where they are. I have seen cases where a person went to great effort to create
an estate plan, then locked it in a safe deposit box that no one could open without a court
order. Your estate planning lawyer should give you guidance on storage and copies.

Common Mistakes People Make Without a Lawyer
Do-it-yourself estate planning is tempting because it is cheap and fast. But the risks are real. A
hand-written will that is not witnessed properly can be thrown out in court. Online templates
often use language that does not match your state's laws. And if you name the wrong person
as your agent under a power of attorney, they could drain your bank account before anyone
notices.

An estate planning lawyer does more than fill out forms. They ask the questions you did not
think of. For example, who will take care of your pet if you die? What happens if your first
choice for guardian moves out of state? How do you handle a beneficiary with special needs?
A lawyer can build a plan that anticipates these edge cases.

When to Update Your Estate Plan
Creating an estate plan is not a one-time event. You should review it every three to five years, or
whenever a major life change occurs. If you move to a different state, your old documents
might not comply with the new state's laws. If a beneficiary dies or you have a falling out with
someone you named, you need to update the documents. If your financial situation changes
dramatically, your plan might need to adjust to account for new assets or debts.

An estate planning lawyer can help you set a review schedule. Some lawyers offer a
subscription service where they check in with you annually. Others will simply remind you at
the end of the signing meeting to call them if anything changes.

Why Professional Guidance Matters
Estate planning is about more than money. It is about protecting the people you care about
from confusion, delay, and heartbreak. A well-drafted plan gives your family clear instructions
and reduces the chance of disputes. It also spares them the cost and time of probate litigation.

When you work with an estate planning lawyer, you get someone who sees the whole picture.
They can coordinate your will, trust, beneficiary designations, and healthcare directives so that
everything works together. They can also help you think through difficult questions, like how to
provide for a child who struggles with money or how to leave a legacy that reflects your values.



If you are ready to start or update your plan, a local estate planning lawyer can walk you
through the process. For example, Jeremy Eveland, located at 17 N State St, Lindon, UT 84042,
can be reached at (801) 613-1472 for a consultation about your specific situation.


