- Windows that will not open evenly or stay balanced - Trim gaps, nail pops, or hairline cracks near the corners of
openings - Locks and deadbolts that need extra pressure to engage - A visible bow or twist in a frame that used

to look straight
That is where a closer inspection matters, because fixing only the symptom can waste time and money.

It also helps to pay attention to timing.

Why The Frame Goes Out Of Square

When the slab shifts, even by a modest amount, the opening can rack enough that a sash no longer tracks

smoothly or a latch no longer meets its strike plate.

One corner of a home may stay more stable while another side moves enough to create a noticeable twist in the

framing.

In practical terms, it can cause: - Opening corners to shift so the unit is no longer true - Visible gaps where casing
meets drywall or the frame - Caulk to tear - Sliding windows and patio doors that drag or skip - Locks to miss

their targets
Wood expands and contracts, and that can make a movement problem feel worse during certain months.

This is one reason homeowners sometimes replace a door or window and find that the new unit still sticks later.

Where A Local Window And Door Pro Helps Most

If the opening is still mostly square and the materials are sound, repair can buy a lot of life.

Replacement starts to make more sense when the damage is repeated or the unit is simply too worn to perform

well anymore.

If the slab or framing is moving, that should be documented before choosing a new unit so the replacement can

be installed with the right tolerances and flashing details.
An experienced window replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

That means checking operation, measuring diagonals, looking for evidence of settlement or lift, and evaluating

whether the frame can be restored or should be replaced.

In the field, these are the questions that matter most: - Does the window or door only stick in one season, or all
year? - Is the frame square and solid, or visibly racked and damaged? - Have multiple openings started to

misbehave? - Repeat service calls usually doors mean the root cause was never addressed.

That is the kind of decision that pays to get right the first time.

Practical Maintenance That Helps Windows And Doors Stay Aligned

The goal is to keep moisture changes around the foundation as even as possible and avoid conditions that push

one side of the home harder than the other.

A few practical habits can help: - Move water away from the foundation consistently - Avoid overwatering near

the slab - Watch for pooling after storms - Check doors and windows after long dry periods - Small changes are
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easier to address than major alignment problems
The same is true for windows that need force to latch after a dry spell.
Either way, the earlier the issue is addressed, the less likely it is to become a bigger, more expensive job.

Pay attention to the pattern, not just the symptom.



