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Your Complete Guide to Obtaining an Official Driving License in
Poland
Obtaining an official driving license in Poland ( Prawo Jazdy) is a structured procedure created to guarantee that
every motorist on the roadway possesses the essential theoretical knowledge and useful abilities. Whether an
applicant is a Polish resident or a worldwide resident living, working, or studying in the country, the path to
getting behind the wheel follows a standardized set of treatments managed by the Polish federal government.

For many expats and locals alike, browsing the bureaucratic landscape can seem daunting initially glance.
However, breaking down the requirements, costs, and enter a clear roadmap makes the journey simple. This
extensive guide describes whatever one needs to know to effectively secure a driving license in Poland.

Requirements: Who Can Get a Polish Driving License?
Before enrolling in a driving school, applicants should meet specific legal and administrative criteria set by Polish
transport authorities.

Age Requirements: Depending on the category, the minimum age differs. For a standard Category B
(passenger car) license, the candidate must be at least 18 years old.

Residency Status: Foreign nationals need to live in Poland for a minimum of 185 days each year, validated
by a valid residence card ( karta pobytu), a Polish visa, or EU registration certificates.

Medical Fitness: Every prospect must pass a basic medical examination conducted by an authorized
occupational health doctor to certify their physical and psychological physical fitness to drive.

Step-by-Step Process to Obtain a Category B Driving License
The journey to holding a Polish driving license consists of 5 primary stages. Following this series ensures
compliance with all legal requireds.

1. Obtain a PKK Number ( Profil Kandydata na Kierowcę)

The Driver Candidate Profile (PKK) is an electronic identification number needed for all administrative actions. To
get a PKK, candidates should visit their local district workplace ( Starostwo Powiatowe or Urząd Dzielnicy in
Warsaw) and submit:

A completed application.

A valid identity file (passport or residence card).

A current passport-sized photograph (3.5 x 4.5 cm).

The medical certificate confirming physical fitness to drive.

A statement regarding the fulfillment of the residency requirement (for foreigners).

2. Complete State-Mandated Training
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With the PKK number in hand, the candidate must register in a state-approved driving school ( Ośrodek Szkolenia
Kierowców - OSK). For a Category B license, the curriculum consists of:

Theoretical training: At least 30 hours of classroom instruction covering traffic guidelines, road indications,
and fundamental automobile mechanics. First-aid training is also mandatory.

Practical training: At least 30 hours behind-the-wheel driving instruction with a licensed trainer, covering
both maneuvers on a closed course and driving in genuine traffic conditions.

3. Pass the State Theoretical Exam

Upon completing the driving school course, the prospect should pass the official theoretical test at a provincial
traffic center, understood as WORD ( Wojewódzki Ośrodek Ruchu Drogowego).

The examination is conducted on a computer system and includes multiple-choice concerns.

It is readily available in Polish, English, and German (though translation fees may obtain non-Polish versions).

A passing rating is at least 68 out of 74 points.

4. Pass the State Practical Exam

As soon as the theoretical examination is conquered, the prospect books the practical driving exam through
WORD.

The Maneuver Yard: The examiner tests car checks (fluid levels, lights), vibrant starting on a slope, and
reversing into a garage or parallel parking area.

City Driving: If the backyard maneuvers succeed, the prospect drives in genuine traffic for a minimum of 40
minutes, obeying roadway indications, traffic lights, and guidelines from the examiner.

5. Gather the Driving License

After passing the useful test, the WORD center updates the digital system. The candidate must then return to the
local district office ( Urząd) that provided the PKK number, pay the issuance charge, and send verification. The
physical plastic card generally shows up within 2 to 3 weeks.

Introduction of Costs and Timelines
Budgeting both money and time is necessary before starting the licensing procedure. Expenses can differ
somewhat depending upon the city, the picked driving school, and whether retakes are required.

Phase/ Expense Item Estimated Cost (PLN) Estimated Timeframe Medical Examination 200 PLN 1 day Passport-
Sized Photos 30-- 50 PLN 1 day Driving School Course (OSK) 2,500-- 4,000 PLN 4-- 8 weeks WORD Theory
Exam 50 PLN 1-- 2 weeks (to book) WORD Practical Exam 200 PLN 2-- 4 weeks (to book) License Production
& & Issuance Fee 100.50 PLN 2-- 3 weeks Overall Estimated Investment ~ 3,080-- 4,600 PLN 2-- 3 Months
(Average)

Note: Prices are approximate and subject to inflation or local variations.

Exchanging a Foreign Driving License in Poland
Individuals who already hold a driving license released beyond Poland may not require to go back to square one.
The procedure depends greatly on the releasing nation:



EU/EFTA Member States: Licenses released by EU or EFTA nations are completely recognized in Poland.
Holders are not legally required to exchange them, though they might do so willingly if they become
irreversible citizens.

Non-EU Countries (Vienna Convention signatories): Drivers from countries that signed the 1968 Vienna
Convention on Road Traffic can generally exchange their foreign license for a Polish one without taking
exams, provided their present license is valid. They should send a sworn translation of the license, a home
authorization, and medical certificates.

Other Countries: Drivers from countries outside the Vienna Convention (e.g., specific US states, Canada, or
China) are usually required to pass the theoretical state examination at WORD to obtain a Polish license.

Important Tips for Success
Browsing the Polish administrative and screening system can be smoother by keeping a couple of practical
pointers in mind:

Language Barriers: While major cities like Warsaw, Kraków, and Wrocław have WORD centers that
accommodate English speakers for both theory and practical tests (utilizing an authorized translator),
backwoods might require fluent Polish or an independent sworn translator during the useful test.

Study Resources: Use authorities, updated Polish question banks ( baza pytań WORD) for the theory test.
Many English smart device apps and websites assemble the exact database used by the state inspectors.

Persistence with Scheduling: Peak seasons (spring and summer season) frequently see a surge in driving
school enrollments and high need at WORD centers, which can extend waiting times in between exams.

Acquiring a main driving license in Poland is a strenuous yet manageable process. By thoroughly collecting
paperwork, satisfying medical and academic prerequisites, and effectively clearing the state theoretical and useful
examinations, motorists open the flexibility to explore Poland's roadways lawfully and safely. Appropriate
preparation and adherence to regional policies guarantee that the journey from candidate to certified driver is as
smooth as possible.


