Moving from Katy to another state can be a major life transition. Whether you are relocating for a new job,
family, school, retirement, or another opportunity, an interstate or cross-country move requires more planning

than a local relocation.

Long-distance moving may involve packing, a detailed household inventory, pickup scheduling, delivery
windows, transportation documents, valuation coverage, storage, and coordination at both locations. Choosing

dependable long distance movers Katy can help make the process safer, more efficient, and less stressful.
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Understand Interstate Moving

An interstate move occurs when your belongings cross state lines. Unlike local moving, interstate household-
goods moves are regulated at the federal level. Interstate moving companies must be registered with the Federal

Motor Carrier Safety Administration and have a U.S. Department of Transportation number. [193][196]

Before booking, ask for the mover’s legal business name, physical address, USDOT number, phone number, and

email address. Use official FMCSA resources to verify that the company is registered.

It is also important to understand whether the company is a carrier or broker. A carrier physically transports your
belongings, while a broker arranges transportation with another company. Ask who will pick up, transport, and

deliver your shipment before signing a contract.

Plan Your Move Early

Long-distance moves require early planning. Begin by setting a target moving date and creating a timeline for
decluttering, requesting estimates, choosing a mover, packing, changing your address, transferring utilities,

arranging travel, and preparing your new home.

Start sorting through belongings as early as possible. Donate, sell, recycle, or discard items you do not plan to

take. Reducing the size of your shipment may lower moving costs and make packing more manageable.

Create a complete inventory of furniture, appliances, electronics, boxes, fragile items, artwork, outdoor
equipment, collectibles, and specialty belongings. This helps movers prepare more accurate estimates and helps

you track your belongings from pickup through delivery.



Request Multiple Written Estimates

The Federal Motor Long distance movers Katy Carrier Safety Administration requires interstate movers to prepare
a written estimate for every household-goods shipment. A written estimate should explain transportation charges

and other potential services or costs. [192]

Request estimates from multiple long-distance moving companies. Provide the same inventory, pickup address,
destination, moving date, access conditions, packing needs, storage needs, and special-item information to each

mover.

Ask whether the estimate is binding, non-binding, or binding-not-to-exceed. A binding estimate generally sets
the cost for listed services. A non-binding estimate is an approximation that may change based on actual

shipment weight, inventory differences, access conditions, or additional requested services.

Understand Long-Distance Moving Costs

Long-distance moving costs may depend on the weight or volume of your shipment, the distance traveled,
pickup and delivery locations, packing requirements, storage, specialty items, access conditions, delivery timing,

and valuation coverage.

Ask whether the written estimate includes packing materials, furniture padding, loading, unloading, disassembly,

reassembly, stairs, elevators, long carries, shuttle service, storage, fuel, and delivery-related charges.

Do not choose a mover based only on the lowest quote. A low price may exclude essential services or rely on a
non-binding estimate that can increase after pickup. A transparent estimate from a reliable mover may provide

better overall value.

Verify Credentials and Insurance

Before hiring long distance movers in Katy, verify the company’s FMCSA registration and USDOT number. The
FMCSA provides a mover search tool that allows consumers to confirm whether a mover is registered with the
federal government. [193]

Ask the company to explain its operating authority, insurance information, shipment handling procedures, and

claims process. Make sure the company name on the estimate matches the name on the registration information.

Ask about valuation coverage before your belongings are loaded. Basic carrier responsibility may provide limited
protection, so review coverage limits, exclusions, optional protection, claims deadlines, and the process for

reporting lost or damaged items.
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Keep Moving Documents Organized

Interstate moves involve several important documents. Keep your written estimate, order for service, inventory
list, bill of lading, valuation coverage forms, receipts, storage agreement, and all email or text communications in

one secure folder.

The bill of lading is an important transportation contract. Review it carefully before signing and make sure it

reflects the agreed pickup address, delivery location, inventory, valuation option, services, and charges.

Ask the mover for information about delivery procedures, customer rights, dispute resolution, and the claims

process. Reading these materials before moving day can help you understand what to do if a problem occurs.

Pack Carefully for a Cross-Country Move

You may choose professional packing services or pack your own belongings. Professional packing can be

especially useful for fragile items, artwork, mirrors, antiques, electronics, kitchens, and large furniture.

If you pack yourself, use sturdy boxes, strong tape, cushioning materials, and clear labels. Mark boxes with their
destination room and a brief description of the contents. Label fragile items clearly and take photographs of

high-value belongings before pickup.

Ask the moving company for a list of items that cannot be transported. Many movers restrict flammable liquids,

propane tanks, aerosols, perishable foods, certain chemicals, plants, and other hazardous materials.

Plan Pickup and Delivery Access

Long-distance deliveries may not happen on the same day as pickup. Delivery timing can depend on the

distance, route, weather, shipment size, truck availability, regulations, and other logistical conditions.

Ask for an estimated pickup date, expected delivery window, communication process, and a direct contact for
updates while your belongings are in transit. Make sure an authorized person will be available to receive the

shipment at the destination.

Before delivery, confirm parking availability, building access, elevator reservations, loading instructions, and

move-in rules. Clear pathways and organized access can help the crew unload safely and efficiently.



Inspect Your Belongings at Delivery

Inspect boxes, furniture, and fragile belongings as they are unloaded. Compare delivered items with your

inventory and examine high-value belongings carefully.

If an item is missing or visibly damaged, note the concern on the delivery paperwork before signing final

documents. Take photographs and keep copies of all records.

Follow the moving company’s written claims process promptly if you need to report loss or damage. Accurate

documentation can help support your claim and clarify what occurred during transportation.

Final Thoughts

Long-distance moving from Katy can be successful when you plan early, compare detailed written estimates,

verify federal registration, understand valuation coverage, and choose a company that communicates clearly.
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The right interstate mover should provide realistic information about costs, pickup, transportation, delivery,
storage, and protection for your belongings. With careful preparation and a dependable moving partner, you can

complete your cross-country move with greater confidence and control.
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