
Choosing the Right Roof Installation Contractor
Austin for Your New Build
When I bought my first house in Austin, the roof was already old and patched in three places. I
learned fast that a roof is not something you patch forever. If you are planning a new
construction project or adding onto your home, the roof is one of the most expensive and
important decisions you will make. Getting it right the first time starts with hiring a reliable roof
installation contractor austin who knows local conditions and building codes.

I have worked with multiple contractors on different projects over the years, and I can tell you
that not all roofers are the same. Some are great at repairs but lack the crew and experience
for a full installation from scratch. Others specialize in commercial work and may not give a
residential addition the attention it needs. The key is matching the contractor to the job type,
whether it is a new house, an accessory dwelling unit, or a simple addition to an existing
structure. roof installation contractor austin

What a Roof Installation Contractor Austin Does Beyond Nailing
Shingles
A good roof installation contractor austin does more than just put on shingles. They handle the
whole system: deck preparation, underlayment, flashing, ventilation, and finally the finished
material. In a climate like Austin’s, with hot summers and occasional heavy rain, getting the
ventilation right matters a lot. I have seen attics turn into ovens because the roofer skipped
proper ridge vent installation. That shortens the life of the shingles and makes your cooling
bills climb.

Local building codes in Austin also require certain wind uplift ratings and fire resistance,
especially for homes near the wildland-urban interface. A contractor who works here every day
knows those codes. They pull the right permits and schedule inspections so you don’t end up
with a county stop-work order halfway through the job. That kind of local knowledge is
something you can’t get from an out-of-town crew.

New Construction Versus Additions and ADUs
New construction gives you a blank slate. The framing is open, the deck is fresh, and the
contractor can design the roof system from scratch. That is the ideal scenario for using high-
performance underlayments like those from GAF. On a recent new build I consulted on, we
used GAF TimberTex underlayment because it breathes better than old-school felt and helps
the shingles last longer. The roof installation contractor austin we hired was a GAF-certified
roofer, so they knew exactly how to install it for maximum warranty coverage.

https://austinroofingcompany.com/services/roof-installation-austin-tx


Additions and ADUs are trickier. You have to tie into an existing roof line, match the slope, and
blend the materials so the transition doesn’t leak. I have seen additions where the roofer cut
corners on flashing at the junction, and water found its way in within a year. For accessory
buildings like a detached garage or workshop, the stakes are lower but the same principles
apply. A good contractor treats every structure with the same care, whether it is a 400-square-
foot ADU or a 4,000-square-foot main house.

Materials Matter: Asphalt Shingles, Metal Roofing, and Flat Roofs
Austin homes use a wide mix of roofing materials. Asphalt shingles are still the most common
for sloped roofs because they are affordable, durable, and come in many colors. They work
well with the hot climate as long as there is enough attic ventilation. I prefer architectural-grade
shingles with a longer warranty, even if they cost a bit more upfront. The labor is the same, so
you might as well put on a better product.

Metal roofing has become popular for modern and contemporary homes. It reflects heat and
can last 50 years or more. But it requires careful installation to avoid oil-canning and to handle
thermal expansion. A roofer who mostly does shingles may not have the experience to install
standing-seam metal correctly. If you go that route, find a contractor who has done several
metal jobs in Austin’s climate.

Flat roofs are common on ADUs and additions, especially when the design calls for a rooftop
deck or a modern look. Flat roofs need excellent drainage and waterproofing. In Texas heat, the
membrane can degrade fast if it is not the right type. I recommend a PVC or TPO membrane
for flat roofs in Austin because they reflect sunlight better than built-up asphalt. A good
contractor will also add tapered insulation to prevent ponding water.

Roof Warranties and What They Cover
Roof warranties can be confusing. There is the material warranty from the manufacturer, like
GAF’s 50-year warranty on certain shingles, and there is the workmanship warranty from the
contractor. Both matter. A material warranty covers defects in the shingles or underlayment,
but not leaks caused by bad installation. That is where the contractor’s workmanship warranty
comes in. A GAF-certified roofer can offer enhanced warranties that cover both material and
labor, which gives you peace of mind.

I always ask to see the actual warranty certificate before signing a contract. Some contractors
promise a 10-year workmanship warranty but then the fine print says it only covers labor for
the first two years. Read the details. A reputable roofing contractor will stand behind their work
and give you a clear, written warranty.



Ventilation and Underlayment: The Hidden Parts
A roof assembly is more than what you see from the street. The underlayment and ventilation
system are what keep the deck dry and the attic cool. In Austin, where summer attic
temperatures can hit 150 degrees, proper ventilation extends the life of the shingles and
reduces cooling load. GAF TimberTex is a synthetic underlayment that allows moisture vapor
to escape while blocking liquid water. It is stronger than traditional felt and less likely to tear
during installation.

Some contractors still use old-school #15 felt because it is cheaper. I have pulled off felt
underlayment that was completely rotted after ten years, while the shingles above looked fine.
The extra cost for a synthetic underlayment is small compared to the cost of a full roof
replacement down the road. Ask your contractor what underlayment they plan to use and why.

How to Vet a Roof Installation Contractor Austin
When I interview a prospective roof installation contractor austin, I ask three main questions.
First, how long have they worked in Austin specifically? Second, do they have a GAF
certification or similar from a major manufacturer? Third, can they provide references from
jobs similar to mine, new construction, additions, or ADUs?

I also check that they carry workers’ compensation and liability insurance. A roofer without
insurance can leave you liable if someone gets hurt on your property. It sounds basic, but
plenty of uninsured crews operate in the area. The city’s building department can tell you if a
contractor has had complaints or failed inspections.

Austin Roofing Company, for example, has been a GAF-certified roofer since 2008 and focuses
on exactly the kind of work I am describing. They handle new construction, additions, ADUs,
and accessory buildings. Their experience with the local building codes and climate makes
them a solid choice for homeowners who want the job done right the first time.

Final Thoughts on Your Roof Project
A new roof is a long-term investment. The difference between a good installation and a
mediocre one shows up years later in leaks, higher energy bills, and premature wear. Take the
time to research contractors, ask about materials and underlayment, and verify their
certifications. A little extra effort upfront saves thousands in repairs and replacements later.

Whether you are building a new house, adding a room, or putting up an ADU in your backyard,
the right contractor makes all the difference. And in a city like Austin, with its mix of old homes
and new developments, finding a roofer who knows the local conditions is half the battle.


