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Your Ultimate Guide to Securing and Managing Your Swiss Driving
License

Browsing the administrative landscape of a brand-new country can be daunting, and Switzerland is no exception.
Known for its accuracy, effectiveness, and high requirements, the Swiss Confederation uses the exact same careful
technique to roadway security and licensing. Whether somebody has actually just recently moved to the stunning
valleys of Switzerland or is a long-lasting resident finally aiming to support the wheel, understanding how to buy

a Swiss driving license is essential.

This comprehensive guide strolls through everything required to obtain, exchange, or renew a Swiss driving
license, ensuring a smooth ride from documents to the open roadway.

Understanding the Swiss Licensing System

Before initiating any paperwork, it is essential to understand how the Swiss driving license system operates.
Switzerland utilizes a credit-card-format plastic driving license based on EU requirements. The procedure of
getting one depends greatly on the candidate's present status: are they exchanging a foreign license, or are they

going back to square one?

For expats moving from EU/EFTA nations, the procedure is usually uncomplicated. However, holders of licenses
from non-EU/EFTA nations (typically referred to as "3rd countries") face a stricter set of guidelines, frequently

requiring practical assessments.

Step-by-Step: How to Order a Swiss Driving License (Exchange
Process)

For a lot of worldwide newbies, the objective is to exchange a foreign driving license for a Swiss one. By Swiss
law, residents must exchange their foreign license within 12 months of settling in Switzerland. Stopping working

to do so can lead to fines and driving illegality.
Here is the standard treatment to order and protect the Swiss license:

1. Register Residence: Ensure main registration at the local commune ( Gemeinde or Commune) upon arrival in

Switzerland.

2. Check Out the Eye Doctor: An official eye test from a certified Swiss optician is necessary. The test should

be finished within 24 months of the application.

3. Acquire the Application Form: Download the "Exchange of a Foreign Driving License" type from the specific

Cantonal Road Traffic Office ( Strassenverkehrsamt/ Office des Automobiles).

4. Collect Documents: Collect the physical foreign license, a biometric passport image, the eye test certificate,
and the home license.

5. Send face to face: Take all files to the local Cantonal Road Traffic Office. The foreign license will be kept

throughout processing.

6. Await Delivery: Once approved, the Swiss driving license arrives by means of postal mail within a few days.
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Requirements at a Glance

To make the preparation phase much easier, the following table describes the basic requirements based on the

origin of the applicant's present driving license.

License Origin Timeframe to Exchange Mandatory Practical Test? Mandatory Theory Test? First-Aid Course
Required? EU/ EFTA 12 Months No (Generally) No No Third Countries (USA, Canada, etc) 12 Months Yes (Drive
Test/ Kontrollfahrt) No (Usually) No Newbie Drivers (No previous license) N/A Yes Yes Yes

Keep in mind: Even if a useful test is not necessary for EU/EFTA residents, the cantonal authorities schedule the right

to buy a "check drive" ( Kontrollfahrt) if they have doubts about the applicant's driving abilities.

Ordering a Swiss Driving License as a First-Time Driver

People living in Switzerland who have actually never held a driving license needs to follow an extensive, multi-

step educational course to purchase their first authorities plastic card (Category B for cars and trucks).

The Journey to a First-Time License:

e Step 1: First-Aid Course: Complete a 10-hour emergency situation rescue course.

® Action 2: Theory Test: Study the main Swiss traffic rules and pass the computer-based multi-choice theory
test.

e Step 3: Learner's Permit: Once the theory test is passed, the learner's authorization ( Lernfahrausweis) is
released. This is valid for 24 months.

® Step 4: Mandatory Sensitization Course: Complete a 8-hour traffic awareness course regarding danger
understanding.

e Step 5: Practical Driving Lessons: Take professional lessons with a certified driving trainer and practice
driving with an accompanying adult (who must be at least 23 years of ages and have held a full license for a
minimum of 3 years).

® Step 6: Practical Driving Test: Pass the final examiner-led road test.

¢ Action 7: The Probationary Period: The recently released Swiss driving license is probationary for the very
first 3 years. Chauffeurs need to finish one day of compulsory secondary-stage training ( Waberku-Kurs)

during this duration.

Expenses Associated with Ordering a Swiss Driving License

Switzerland is known for quality, which naturally includes an expense. Budgeting properly avoids unexpected

surprises during the licensing procedure.

Expense Item Approximate Cost (CHF) Official Eye Test CHF 20.00-- CHF 40.00 Passport Photos CHF 15.00--
CHF 25.00 Application Processing Fee CHF 50.00-- CHF 100.00 Theory Test Exam Fee CHF 40.00-- CHF 60.00
Practical Driving Exam Fee CHF 120.00-- CHF 150.00 New Plastic License Card CHF 40.00-- CHF 80.00 Total
Estimated Base Cost (Exchange) CHF 125.00-- CHF 245.00 Overall Estimated Base Cost (New Driver) CHF
2,000.00+ (including lessons)

Important Rules and Regulations to Keep in Mind



As soon as the glossy brand-new Swiss driving license is in hand, compliance with regional laws is critical.

Switzerland preserves a strict zero-tolerance and penalty point system to make sure maximum roadway security.

® Speed Limits: Unless otherwise indicated, the basic limitations are 50 km/h in built-up locations, 80 km/h

outside built-up areas, 100 km/h on semi-highways, and 120 km/h on motorways ( Autobahn).

* Alcohol Limits: The legal blood alcohol concentration (BAC) limitation is 0.5 per mille (0.5 %o). However, for
beginner chauffeurs (during the 3-year probationary period) and expert drivers, the limitation is strictly 0.1
per mille.

* Necessary Equipment: Every car needs to carry a red warning triangle inside the cabin (not in the trunk, so it
is available immediately after a breakdown). A high-visibility safety vest and a fire extinguisher are strongly

recommended, while freeway vignettes are required for using national highways.

Ordering a Swiss driving license is a structured process that reflects Switzerland's commitment to security,
company, and accuracy. Whether exchanging a foreign qualifications card or starting the journey as a newbie
motorist, preparation is crucial. By gathering the ideal files, appreciating the 12-month exchange deadline for
expats, and understanding regional guidelines, applicants can rapidly transition from pedestrians to positive

chauffeurs browsing the breathtaking Swiss alpine roadways. Safe travels!



