
Choosing Flooring and Window Treatments in West
Chester
When you are updating a home in the West Chester area, two of the most visible elements are
the floors and the windows. Flooring sets the foundation for a room's look and feel, while
window treatments control light, privacy, and the overall aesthetic. Getting both right can
transform a space, but it also requires careful planning and an understanding of materials,
style, and local factors.

Understanding Your Flooring Options
Flooring is a long-term investment. The material you choose affects daily life, maintenance,
and resale value. Hardwood remains a classic choice for many homeowners in the region. It
offers warmth and durability, though it can be sensitive to moisture and humidity changes
common in the Pennsylvania climate. Engineered wood products, such as luxury vinyl plank,
have improved significantly and now mimic natural materials while offering better resistance to
scratches and water. Tile is another strong option, especially for kitchens, bathrooms, and
entryways, where spills and foot traffic are highest. Carpet, while less popular in some areas,
still provides comfort and sound absorption in bedrooms and living rooms.

Each material comes with trade-offs. Hardwood can be refinished multiple times but may warp
in damp basements. Tile is nearly indestructible but can feel cold underfoot. Vinyl is affordable
and waterproof but does not add the same resale value as real wood. The right choice depends
on the room's use, your budget, and your willingness to maintain the surface over time.

Window Treatments: More Than Just Curtains
Window treatments serve multiple purposes. They control natural light, provide privacy,
insulate against heat and cold, and contribute to the room's design. In West Chester, where
older homes often have unique window sizes and historic character, finding the right fit can be
challenging. Standard off-the-shelf blinds or curtains rarely suit these windows well. Custom
treatments, whether shades, blinds, or drapery, ensure proper coverage and a polished look.
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Consider the function first. A south-facing bedroom might need blackout shades for better
sleep. A living room with large windows might benefit from layered treatments that allow
flexibility. Cellular shades offer insulation, while wooden blinds add a natural texture. The fabric
and color should coordinate with the flooring and wall colors, creating a cohesive interior.

https://maps.google.com/maps?cid=1197000619166782458&output=embed


How Flooring and Window Treatments Work Together
The interplay between floors and windows is often overlooked. A dark hardwood floor can
make a room feel smaller, especially if the windows are small or shaded. Light-colored window
treatments can balance that by reflecting light and making the space feel more open.
Conversely, a room with pale flooring and large windows might feel too bright or sterile, so
adding darker blinds or drapes can create warmth and depth.

Texture also matters. Smooth tile floors pair well with soft, textured curtains or roman shades.
A plush carpet might look best with clean, simple blinds to avoid a cluttered feel. When
selecting both elements, it helps to bring samples together and view them in the actual room
light at different times of day. What looks good in a showroom can look entirely different in
your home.

Local Considerations for West Chester Homes
West Chester has a mix of historic homes, newer constructions, and everything in between.
Older homes often have plaster walls, uneven floors, and non-standard window openings. This
means that off-the-shelf solutions rarely fit perfectly. Custom measurements and professional
installation become more important. For flooring, you may need to level a subfloor before
laying tile or hardwood. For windows, you might need built-up frames or special mounting
hardware to accommodate deep sills or odd shapes.

The local climate also plays a role. Summers can be humid, which affects wood floors and can
cause blinds to warp. Winters bring cold drafts, so insulated window treatments can improve
energy efficiency. A professional who understands these conditions can recommend materials
that perform well year-round.

What to Look for in a Contractor
Whether you tackle the project yourself or hire help, the quality of installation matters as much
as the materials. Poorly installed flooring will show gaps, squeak, or buckle. Badly hung
window treatments will sag, let in light where they should not, or fail to operate smoothly. When
evaluating a contractor, ask about their experience with both flooring and window treatments.
Some companies specialize in one or the other, but working with a single provider who handles
both can simplify coordination. A business such as Boyle's Floor and Window Design can offer
that combined expertise, ensuring that the flooring and window treatments complement each
other and are installed correctly.

Check references and look at recent work. A reputable contractor will be willing to share
photos or even connect you with past clients. Make sure they are licensed and insured for the

https://www.pinterest.com/boylesflooringus/


type of work you need. In Pennsylvania, home improvement contractors must register with the
state, so verify that before signing a contract.

Planning Your Project Budget
Budgeting for flooring and window treatments requires thinking beyond the cost of materials.
Installation, underlayment, trim, and hardware add up. For windows, custom treatments cost
more than stock sizes, but they fit better and last longer. For flooring, prepare for potential
subfloor repairs or removal of old flooring. It is wise to set aside a contingency of roughly ten
to fifteen percent for unexpected issues, especially in older homes.

Prioritize rooms based on use and visibility. Main living areas and primary bedrooms often get
the most attention, while guest rooms or basements can use more economical choices. If your
budget is tight, consider doing one room at a time rather than rushing through the whole
house. This allows you to save for higher-quality materials where they matter most.

Installation Timeline and Process
Flooring installation can take anywhere from a day for a small room to a week or more for the
whole house, depending on the material and complexity. Hardwood and tile require acclimation
time before installation, meaning the material must sit in the room for a few days to adjust to
temperature and humidity. Window treatments, if custom-made, can take several weeks to
arrive. Plan accordingly so that you are not living with bare floors or windows for an extended
period.

If you are doing both projects at once, schedule the flooring first. Once the floors are in, you
can measure windows accurately, as the finished floor height affects where blinds or curtains
hang. This also prevents damage to new window treatments during the flooring installation.

Maintenance and Longevity
Both floors and window treatments require regular care. Hard floors need sweeping and
occasional mopping with the right cleaner. Carpet needs vacuuming and periodic deep
cleaning. Blinds and shades can be dusted or wiped down, while fabric curtains may need dry
cleaning. The longer you maintain them properly, the longer they last. High-quality materials
and professional installation pay off over time, as they are more likely to withstand daily use
and cleaning.

When the time comes to replace or update, look for a company that offers a range of options
and stands behind its work. A local provider like Boyle's Floor and Window Design, located at
705 E Gay St, West Chester, PA 19380, can be reached at (610) 429-9773 for those considering
new flooring or window treatments in the area.


