The 10 Most Scariest Things About Order Belgium Driver's License

Navigating the Process: How to Order a Belgium Driver's License

Obtaining a driver's license is a significant turning point for locals and residents Snel Rijbewijs in Belgium.
Whether a person is a newly certified chauffeur who has actually simply passed the extensive practical and
theoretical exams, an expat looking to exchange a foreign license, or someone needing a replacement for a lost

or taken card, understanding the proper procedure is essential.

The Belgian driving authorization has actually transitioned into a contemporary, credit-card-style European Union
format geared up with sophisticated security features. This comprehensive guide describes the exact steps,

requirements, and classifications involved in ordering a Belgian motorist's license.

Understanding Belgian Driver's License Categories

Before initiating the application procedure, applicants should determine which license classification applies to
their particular needs. Belgium, complying with European Union standards, problems licenses divided into a

number of distinct classes.

Category Description Minimum Age AM Mopeds and light quadricycles (max style speed 45 km/h) 16 years A1/
A2/ A Motorbikes (ranging from light motorbikes to heavy bikes) 18 - 24 years B Standard automobile, vans, and
light trucks 18 years €/ €1 Medium to heavy trucks and products cars 21 years D/ D1 Buses and passenger
transportation lorries 21 - 24 years BE/ CE Automobiles in categories B, C, or D combined with a heavy trailer

Varies

Standard Pathways to Getting a License

The treatment to purchase a Belgian driver's license generally depends upon how the applicant qualifies. There

are three main situations:

1. First-Time Drivers: Individuals who have effectively completed the theoretical test, mandatory driving

lessons (or practice durations), and the useful driving test.

2. Foreign License Holders: Expats and international residents moving to Belgium who may need to exchange
their non-EU or EU driver's license for a Belgian one.

3. Replacements: Individuals needing a replicate due to theft, loss, damage, or expiration.

Step-by-Step Guide to Ordering a Belgian Driver's License

The process of buying and gathering a motorist's license is managed in your area through the municipality (

Gemeente in Flanders, Commune in Wallonia, or the regional municipal offices in Brussels).

Action 1: Meet the Prerequisites

To order a brand-new requirement (Category B) chauffeur's license, the candidate needs to:

® Be at least 18 years of age.

* Be formally registered in a Belgian municipality with a valid house license (National Register or foreigner

register).
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® Have passed both the theoretical test (Computer-based test) and the practical driving test through an

authorized driving center.

* Hold a legitimate pass certificate released by the test center (valid for an optimum of 3 years from the

problem date).

Action 2: Visit the Local Municipal Office ( Gemeente/ Commune)

Once the useful examination is successfully passed, the candidate should check out the population or civil

computer registry department of their regional town hall. It is a good idea to check online whether a visit is

required, as lots of communes operate strictly on a booked-schedule basis.

Action 3: Submit Required Documentation

Applicants need to bring specific documents to the community counter to process the order:

Identity Document: Valid Belgian identity card (elD) or passport.
Exam Certificate: The original practical exam pass certificate provided by the driving test center.

Passport Photo: A recent, color passport-style photo meeting rigorous ICAO standards (white background,

neutral expression), unless the commune can recycle the photo from the electronic ID card.
Previous License (if appropriate): Any expired, harmed, or foreign license being replaced or exchanged.

Payment: Fees differ slightly depending on the town, normally ranging in between EUR25 and EUR35.

Step 4: Pay and Place the Order

The community agent will confirm the paperwork, register the demand in the main driver database (DIV - Dienst

voor Inschrijvingen van Voertuigen), and collect the administrative cost. Payment can usually be made via debit

card or cash. When processed, the order is officially put.

Step 5: Collection

Production of the credit-card-style license typically takes between 3 to 7 working days.

Some communes send out an SMS or email notification when the card is prepared.

Applicants should return to the town hall (typically using an express ticket line or the original appointment
desk) to pick up the physical card.

Upon collection, the applicant signs the brand-new license, and it ends up being instantly legitimate for

usage.

Exchanging a Foreign Driver's License in Belgium

For migrants arriving from outside the European Union, the rules for obtaining a Belgian license can be more

intricate.

EU/EEA License Holders: Citizens holding a license issued by an EU or EEA member state can generally drive
in Belgium till their license ends. However, they have the option to voluntarily register or exchange it for a
Belgian license at their regional commune.

Non-EU License Holders: Citizens from non-EU countries (third-country nationals) usually have a minimal
window-- generally 185 days from establishing main residency in Belgium-- to exchange their foreign license

for a Belgian one, offered Belgium has a reciprocal exchange arrangement with their home country.



Requirements for License Exchange:

Official translation of the foreign license (if not in Dutch, French, German, or English, depending on the area).
Proof of residency and lawful stay in Belgium.
A medical certificate (needed for specific expert categories or particular non-EU exchanges).

The initial foreign driving license.

Essential Rules and Validity

When the Belgian motorist's license is effectively bought and gathered, drivers need to keep the following

policies in mind:

Validity Period: Standard driver's licenses (Categories A and B) issued in the EU format are typically valid for

10 years, after which they should be renewed.

Medical Examinations: Commercial drivers (Categories C and D) or older chauffeurs may require routine

medical check-ups to renew their licenses.

No Tolerance: Belgium enforces stringent traffic regulations, including a probationary duration for new

motorists and stringent charges for driving under the impact or using smart phones while driving.

Summary Checklist for Applicants

To make sure a smooth experience when purchasing a Belgian motorist's license, keep this list handy:

By

Confirm successful conclusion of theoretical and practical exams.

Confirm main registration at the regional municipal office ( Gemeente/ Commune).
Gather the practical test certificate, elD, and passport picture.

Prepare payment for local processing fees.

Book a consultation with the local city center if needed.

Go back to gather the physical card within the designated timeframe.

following these structured actions, applicants can effortlessly browse the administrative procedure and

securely take to Belgian roads with a completely certified, main European driver's license.



