
10 Meetups Around Apply For Swiss Driving License You Should Attend

Navigating the Road: A Comprehensive Guide on How to Apply for a
Swiss Driving License
Relocating to Switzerland brings stunning alpine views, world-class chocolate, and a remarkably effective public
transport system. Nevertheless, eventually, numerous expatriates and new locals discover themselves desiring the
supreme liberty of the open roadway. Securing a Swiss driving license can look like an administrative labyrinth,
however with the right preparation, the process ends up being simple.

Whether one is aiming to exchange a foreign license or go back to square one, this detailed guide lays out every
step needed to lawfully support the wheel in Switzerland.

1. Comprehending the Golden Rule: The 12-Month Limit
For newcomers holding a foreign driving license, timing is everything. Switzerland operates under a rigorous
guideline relating to foreign licenses:

Validity: A foreign driving license stands in Switzerland for 12 months from the date of entry into the
country.

The Catch: After residing in Switzerland for 12 months, the foreign license becomes invalid for driving within
the nation.

International Driving Permit (IDP): If the foreign license is not in German, French, Italian, or English, it must
be accompanied by an official translation or an International Driving Permit.

Failing to exchange the license within the first year indicates one need to begin the procedure from the start--
effectively dealing with the application as a new chauffeur.

2. Exchanging a Foreign Driving License
For the majority of expats who currently hold a license from their home country, exchanging it for the Swiss
equivalent is the preferred route. Nevertheless, the exact digitalen Führerschein online erhalten procedure
depends entirely on the issuing country.

Countries with Reciprocal Agreements (EU/EFTA and Select Nations)

Drivers holding a license from an EU/EFTA member state, the USA, Canada, Australia, and a couple of other
countries take pleasure in a streamlined procedure. They generally do not require to take a useful driving test.

Non-Recognized Countries

If the license was issued by a nation without a mutual arrangement with Switzerland, the applicant needs to pass
both a theoretical examination and a practical driving test.

Step-by-Step Exchange Process:

1. Visit the Local Traffic Office ( Strassenverkehrsamt/ Office des Automobiles): Go to the cantonal
workplace corresponding to one's home.

https://swizexpresskarte.com/


2. Send an Eye Test: Applicants need to pass an official vision test conducted by a certified Swiss optician. The
results are recorded directly on the application kind.

3. Total the Application Form: Fill out the cantonal application for exchanging a foreign driving license.

4. Offer Documentation:

Original foreign driving license.

Valid passport or ID.

Swiss house permit ( Ausländerausweis).

A recent passport-sized photo (typically biometric requirements use).

5. Pay the Fee: Processing costs differ by canton, typically ranging from CHF 50 to CHF 150.

3. Getting a Swiss Driving License from Scratch
For individuals who have never held a license in the past, the journey to becoming a licensed driver in Switzerland
is notoriously extensive, structured, and created to produce exceptionally safe motorists.

Step-by-Step Process for New Drivers:

Step 1: First Aid Course ( Nothelferkurs)

Compulsory 10-hour course covering standard life-saving techniques and emergency response.

Legitimate for 6 years.

Action 2: Apply for a Learner's Permit ( Lernfahrausweis)

Send a completed application form, the first aid certificate, and a passing eye test to the cantonal traffic
office.

Pass the Theory Test ( Theorietheorieprüfung), a multiple-choice computer examination covering Swiss
traffic rules and road signs.

Step 3: Mandatory Traffic Theory Course ( Verkehrskundeunterricht - VKU)

A 4-hour awareness course focusing on defensive driving, hazard perception, and road conditions.

Should be completed before taking the practical driving test.

Step 4: Practical Driving Lessons & & Practice

While expert lessons with a qualified Swiss driving trainer ( Fahrlehrer) are not lawfully mandated, they
are extremely advised.

When practicing privately, the accompanying individual needs to be at least 23 years of ages and need to
have held their complete Swiss driving license for a minimum of 3 years.

The learner driver must show the iconic blue "Z" or white "A" ( Lernfahrausweis magnet) on the back of
the vehicle.

Step 5: The Practical Driving Test ( Praktische Fahrprüfung)

Evaluates vehicle handling, observance of traffic laws, and general safety awareness under the
observation of a Swiss driving expert.

Summary of License Types and Requirements



To assist imagine what is needed based upon private scenarios, describe the table listed below:

Applicant Profile First Aid Course Theory Test Dry run VKU Course Timeframe to Complete EU/EFTA License
Holder No No No No Within 12 months of arrival Non-EU (Reciprocal Agreement) No No (Usually) No
(Usually) No Within 12 months of arrival Non-EU (No Reciprocal Agreement) Yes Yes Yes Yes Varies (Valid
learner license) Absolute Beginner Yes Yes Yes Yes Differs

4. The Probationary Period ( Ausweis auf Probe)
Once the practical test is successfully passed, new drivers in Switzerland do not immediately get an unrestricted
license. Rather, everybody goes into a probation system.

Duration: The probationary license lasts for 3 years.

No Tolerance: Switzerland imposes a stringent 0.05% blood alcohol concentration (BAC) limit for
experienced motorists, but for new motorists throughout their probationary phase, the limit is 0.00% (no
tolerance).

The 2-Phase Training ( WAB-Kurs): Within the very first 3 years of holding the probationary license, drivers
should complete one day of post-license compulsory training ( Weiterbildung). This course teaches advanced
threat avoidance, eco-driving, and emergency situation braking techniques. Stopping working to complete
this course results in the loss of the driving license.

Graduation: Once the 3-year probationary duration concludes cleanly and the WAB course is finished, the
motorist can make an application for their long-term, unrestricted Swiss driving license.

Last Tips for Success
Language Barriers: In cantons where numerous languages are spoken (such as Bern, Fribourg, or Valais),
ensure you request theory discovering materials and test slots in your preferred language (German, French,
Italian, or English). Keep in mind that English is not universally offered for all cantonal theory tests, so sign in
advance.

Spending plan Accordingly: Getting a license from scratch in Switzerland is an investment. Between lessons,
exam costs, and mandatory courses, total expenses can easily vary from CHF 2,500 to CHF 4,000.

By remaining arranged, appreciating deadlines, and understanding the precise requirements of your canton,
obtaining a Swiss driving license can be a smooth shift into the flexibility of checking out Switzerland's awesome
alpine roadways. Safe travels!


