Choosing the right personal injury lawyer in Louisiana, particularly in Lafayette and surrounding areas, can be
overwhelming. Online reviews—especially Google Business Profile ratings and client feedback—have become a
popular resource. But are Google reviews truly the best way to select a personal injury attorney who will handle
your claim effectively and within Louisiana’s evolving legal framework? Let's unpack the pros and cons, examine
key legal changes ahead, and highlight how to vet lawyers like Brandt & Sherman, LLP, Broussard, David &

Moroux, and Laborde Earles Injury Lawyers beyond just star ratings.

Why Google Reviews Have Become Go-To Tools for Lawyer Selection

Google Search and Google local map results often dominate your screen when you search for “personal injury
lawyer Lafayette LA." These tools rank lawyers based on various factors including review volume, ratings,
proximity, and sometimes paid advertising. Seeing multiple high-star reviews can provide reassurance—especially

when the firm appears in the top 30 Google search results.

Google Business Profile ratings allow clients to share their experiences directly, helping prospective clients

gauge service quality. But there are some important nuances to understand:

* Review volume vs. results: A large number of decent reviews may reflect good client interaction, but don't

guarantee legal skill or verdict size.

® Service vs. verdict size: Many reviews highlight friendly service, responsiveness, or convenience—but may

not indicate the lawyer's success in obtaining large settlements or adapting to complex laws.

For instance, well-known firms such as Brandt & Sherman, LLP and Broussard, David & Moroux commonly show
strong Google reviews Go to this site but you should still ask pointed questions about their track record and

approach during consultations.

Louisiana’s Legal Landscape is Changing: What Personal Injury Clients
Must Know

Don't let shiny online reviews distract you from Louisiana’s critical legal changes coming soon. These rules

significantly impact your case timing, fault assignments, and damages recovery:
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1. The Two-Year Prescription Change (Effective July 1, 2024)

Previously, Louisiana law allowed personal injury claims to be filed within one year from the date of the injury in
most cases. However, starting July 1, 2024, the prescription period changes to two years. This means you have
longer to file—but that also means it's crucial to note exactly when your injury occurred to avoid confusing

deadlines.

Many law firm websites or Google Business Profiles still cite the “one year” rule without clarifying the injury date.
When vetting Lafayette injury lawyers, always ask about the prescription applicable to your specific injury date and

write down the exact filing deadline they advise.

2. The 51% Fault Bar (Effective January 1, 2026)

Another major reform is the introduction of the 51% fault bar rule starting January 1, 2026. Under this rule, if

you are found to be more than 50% at fault in the accident, you will be barred from recovering any damages.

This is a significant departure from the current comparative fault system and means lawyers must be especially
adept at gathering evidence and negotiating liability. When you see firms like Laborde Earles Injury Lawyers with

glowing reviews, it's worth verifying how they plan to handle fault disputes under this new standard.

3. Paid vs. Billed Medical Expenses Rule (For Suits Filed January 1, 2026, or Later)

Starting with suits filed on or after January 1, 2026, Louisiana will recognize only paid medical expenses as
recoverable damages rather than billed charges. This rule can reduce the total recoverable medical costs for injured

plaintiffs.

Your lawyer's understanding of this distinction and their ability to negotiate with medical providers or insurers will

directly influence your settlement or verdict. Be cautious if reviews only mention “maximum compensation”

promises without this critical legal context.

Why Billboards and Star Ratings Alone Don’t Tell the Whole Story

Billboard ads and prominent Google rankings might impress you, but they often reflect marketing budgets more

than client-centered legal advice. Here's why you should go deeper during your lawyer search:



* Marketing vs. Case Results: A firm's billboard presence or number of reviews doesn't guarantee they

understand Louisiana’s evolving laws or have the verdict size to back claims.
* Generic Websites vs. Personalized Attention: Many top Google results feature generic, filler content that
sounds impressive but offers little actual insight into how your case will be handled.

* Consultations Are Key: Use consultations to gauge how well a lawyer explains prescription deadlines, the

fault bar, and medical expense rules. Make sure to write down all advice to avoid confusion later.

How to Vet a Lafayette Personal Injury Lawyer Beyond Google Reviews

When you see stellar Google Business Profile ratings for firms like Brandt & Sherman, LLP, Broussard, David &
Moroux, or Laborde Earles Injury Lawyers, don't stop there. Use this checklist to ensure your chosen lawyer is a

good fit:

1. Verify Prescription Knowledge: Ask how the two-year Louisiana prescription impacts your case based on
your injury date.

2. Discuss the 51% Fault Bar: Clarify how the lawyer plans to address fault percentages under the new law
effective in 2026.

3. Understand Medical Expense Recovery: Confirm how your lawyer will handle paid vs. billed medical

expenses in settlement negotiations.

4. Request Specific Case Examples: Ask the firm for recent verdicts or settlements with similar injuries and

how they navigated the pitfalls above.

5. Look Beyond Star Ratings: Read detailed reviews carefully—look for comments on communication,

responsiveness, and integrity rather than just “great job” or “five stars.”

6. Check Lawyer Credentials: Confirm licensing, experience in Louisiana personal injury law, and involvement in

local communities.

7. Make Notes During Consultations: Always write down everything discussed, especially deadlines and

strategies, to ensure clarity.

Conclusion

Google reviews and local map results offer a convenient starting point to create a shortlist of personal injury
lawyers in Lafayette, Louisiana. But relying solely on star ratings, review volume, or even billboard impressions risks
skipping critical questions about how your lawyer will manage case particulars under Louisiana’s important legal

changes.

Firms like Brandt & Sherman, LLP, Broussard, David & Moroux, and Laborde Earles Injury Lawyers often rank high
in Google searches and reviews, but prospective clients should always dig deeper. Confirm the lawyer’s knowledge
regarding the two-year prescription effective July 1, 2024, the upcoming 51% fault bar from January 1,

2026, and the implications of the paid vs billed medical expenses rule for suits filed after January 1, 2026.

Remember to use consultations to thoroughly vet your options, write down answers to critical questions, and
don't fall for generic promises about “maximum compensation” without legal explanations. That's how you turn

Google's convenience into a genuinely informed decision.

Your injury deserves more than a quick Google star search—choose wisely.



