
Keeping Your Home Warm: What to Know About Oil
Furnace Upkeep

Why Routine Care Matters for Your Oil-Fired Heating System
For many homes in the Upper Chichester area, an oil-fired furnace is the backbone of winter
comfort. Unlike gas or electric systems, oil furnaces rely on a steady supply of fuel, clean
combustion, and proper airflow to run efficiently. When any part of this chain weakens, the
whole system struggles. A furnace that is not looked after can burn more fuel than necessary,
produce soot, or even shut down on the coldest night of the year.

Understanding what your heating system needs and when to call for professional help can
save you trouble and keep your home comfortable. This article explains the basics of oil
furnace maintenance, common trouble signs, and what a typical service visit covers. It is
written for homeowners who want to stay informed, not for technicians.

How an Oil Furnace Works
An oil furnace heats air or water by burning heating oil. The process starts when the
thermostat signals the furnace to fire. A pump draws oil from the tank to the burner, where an
ignition system lights the fuel. Air is mixed in at the right ratio to support clean combustion.
The resulting heat passes through a heat exchanger, and the warmed air or water is distributed
through your home. Exhaust gases go out through the flue or chimney.

Each component has to work precisely. If the oil nozzle is clogged, the burner may not ignite. If
the air filter is dirty, the flame can turn smoky. If the pump pressure is off, the furnace may
cycle too often or fail to reach temperature. Regular checks catch these issues before they
become breakdowns.
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Signs Your Furnace Needs Attention
You do not need to be a technician to notice when something is off. A few warning signs are
easy to spot:

Unusual smells, especially a strong oily or smoky odor near the furnace or vents.

Rumbling, banging, or whining noises that were not there before.

Higher than normal oil consumption without a change in weather or thermostat
settings.
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Uneven heating, where some rooms stay cold while others are warm.

The system cycles on and off more frequently than usual, or runs for very short
periods.

If you notice any of these, it is wise to have a professional look at the system sooner rather
than later. Small problems can grow into expensive repairs if left alone.

What Happens During a Professional Check
A thorough inspection covers several key areas. First, the technician examines the burner
assembly. This includes the nozzle, electrodes, and ignition transformer. They clean or replace
parts that show wear. Next, they check the oil pump pressure and adjust it to the
manufacturer's spec. Too high or too low pressure affects combustion efficiency.

The flue and chimney are also inspected. A blocked flue can push carbon monoxide into the
home, which is a serious safety hazard. The technician looks for cracks, blockages, or signs of
corrosion. They may also measure the draft to make sure exhaust gases are leaving properly.

Inside the combustion chamber, the technician checks for soot buildup. Soot indicates
incomplete burning, which wastes fuel and can damage the heat exchanger. They clean the
chamber if needed and adjust the air-to-fuel ratio for a cleaner burn.

Filters are replaced or cleaned. This includes the oil filter near the tank and the air filter on the
burner. Clogged filters restrict flow and make the system work harder.

Finally, the technician runs the furnace through a full cycle. They watch the ignition, listen for
unusual sounds, and confirm that the thermostat controls the system correctly. They also
check the safety controls, such as the low-water cutoff on a boiler or the high-limit switch on a
warm air furnace.

How Often Should You Schedule Service?
Most manufacturers recommend an annual inspection. Doing it before the heating season
starts is common sense. If you wait until December or January, you may find yourself in a long
queue for repairs when the weather turns cold. Scheduling in late summer or early fall gives
you time to address any issues before you need heat.

Some homes may need more frequent attention. If your furnace runs nearly year-round
because you also use it for domestic hot water, or if your home is unusually dusty or near the
coast with salt air, twice-yearly checkups can help. A good rule is to ask your service provider
what they recommend for your specific model and usage.



What You Can Do Between Visits
There are a few simple tasks that help keep your system running smoothly. Change the air filter
on your furnace if it is the type with a disposable filter. Check the area around the furnace for
debris or stored items that could block airflow. Listen for changes in sound or smell and note
any sudden jumps in oil use.

Also, keep an eye on your oil tank. Look for rust, leaks, or signs of water in the tank. Water can
promote bacterial growth that clogs filters and damages the burner. If you see water in the
bottom of a clear bowl filter, call your oil supplier or service technician.

These steps do not replace professional care, but they help catch small problems early.

The Role of Oil Furnace Service in System Longevity
One aspect of home heating that often gets overlooked is the value of regular oil furnace
service. A well-maintained system runs more efficiently, uses less fuel, and lasts longer. The
moving parts in a burner - the motor, pump, and fan - all benefit from periodic lubrication and
adjustment. Without it, wear accelerates and breakdowns become more likely.

During a service visit, the technician also checks the electrical connections. Loose wires or
corroded terminals can cause intermittent failures that are hard to diagnose. Catching these
early prevents nuisance shutdowns and extends the life of the control board.

Another benefit is safety. Carbon monoxide is a byproduct of incomplete combustion. A
furnace that is burning cleanly produces very little CO. But a dirty burner or a blocked flue can
push CO levels up. Annual service includes a combustion analysis that measures CO, CO2, and
flue temperature. If levels are out of range, the technician can adjust the burner to bring them
back to safe limits.

When to Replace Instead of Repair
Even with excellent care, every furnace eventually reaches the end of its service life. If your
furnace is more than 20 years old and requires major repairs every season, replacement may
be the more practical choice. Newer models are significantly more efficient. They also run
cleaner, which is better for indoor air quality and the environment.

A good test is to compare your oil bills from five years ago to now. If you are using much more
fuel for the same size home and same thermostat settings, efficiency has dropped. A service
technician can run a combustion efficiency test to give you a clear number. If efficiency is
below 80 percent, a new unit will likely pay for itself in fuel savings over a few years.
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Replacement decisions should also factor in the condition of the tank and the chimney. If
those are also old or corroded, the total cost of keeping the old system may exceed the cost of
a new one.

A Factual Note
American Energy Supply, Co. is located at 1704 Chichester Ave, Linwood, PA 19061, and can be
reached at (610) 494-4874 for questions about heating oil and related services.


