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Navigating the Road: The Complete Guide to Obtaining a Belgium
Driving License
Securing a driving license is a significant milestone, however doing so in a foreign country-- or even as a recently
arrived local in the heart of Europe-- can feel like browsing a complicated maze. Belgium is no exception. With its
rigorous safety policies, unique administrative areas, and a multi-tiered testing system, obtaining a Belgium
driving license requires perseverance, preparation, and a clear understanding of the rules.

Whether one is a local resident wanting to get behind the wheel for the very first time or an expat wondering if
their existing license stands, this extensive guide breaks down everything needed to learn about the Belgian
driving license system.

1. Can You Drive on a Foreign License in Belgium?
Before diving into the procedure of getting a Belgian license, it is crucial to determine whether a conversion is
even required. Belgium has mutual contracts Online Rijbewijsservice Voor België with lots of nations, but the
guidelines depend greatly on where the license was released.

EU/EEA Citizens: If a driver holds a legitimate driving license provided by a member state of the European
Union (EU) or the European Economic Area (EEA), they can drive in Belgium until their license expires.
Voluntary conversion to a Belgian license is possible, but not strictly needed.

Non-EU/Non-EEA Citizens (Exempt Countries): Residents from certain non-EU countries (such as
Switzerland, Japan, or the USA, depending on the specific state/municipality arrangements) can typically
exchange their foreign license for a Belgian one without taking practical tests, provided they use within a
specific timeframe (usually within 185 days of registering in a Belgian municipality).

Other Non-EU Citizens: Those holding licenses from nations without a reciprocal exchange arrangement
must normally start from scratch: passing the theoretical exam, finishing practical hours, and passing the
practical driving test.

2. The Step-by-Step Process for Obtaining a Belgian License
For brand-new motorists, Belgium uses a progressive licensing system. The standard path includes passing a
theory test, building up practice hours (either with a driving school or an accompanying motorist), and lastly
passing the useful examination.

Action A: The Theory Test ( Theorietoets/ Examen Théorique)

Before touching a guiding wheel on public roads, applicants should master the Belgian Highway Code.

Format: A computer-based exam including 50 multiple-choice questions.

Passing Score: At least 41 out of 50 points.

The Catch: Beware of "severe infractions." Making an important error (such as stopping working to yield to
the right) leads to an automatic reduction of 5 points, making it much harder to pass.
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Language Options: The test can be taken in Dutch, French, German, or English (with a main translator
present for English).

Step B: Choosing a Learning Path

As soon as the theory exam is dominated, students need to choose how they want to practice for the practical
test. Belgium provides two main pathways:

1. The Driving School Route ( Auto-école):

Requires a minimum of 20 hours of expert lessons.

Once the driving school instructor signs off, the student can take the useful test independently.

2. The Free Training Route ( Vrije begeleiding):

Requires a provisional license ( vorlopig rijbewijs/ permis de conduire provisoire).

The student should practice with one or two approved guide chauffeurs ( begeleiders) who have held a
valid license for a minimum of 8 years.

Needs a minimum of 3 to 36 months of practice before taking the test.

Summary of Provisional License Types
To help visualize the knowing courses, the table below outlines the main provisional licenses readily available in
Belgium:

License Type Credibility Minimum Practice Period Accompanying Driver Required? Model 36 (Free Training) 36
Months 3 to 36 months Yes (1 or 2 guides) Model 18 (With School) 18 Months None (after 20 hrs school) No
(can drive alone) Model 12 (Automatic/Specific) 12 Months Varies Varies by sub-category

Action C: The Hazard Perception Test and Practical Exam
Before taking the last on-road driving test, students in regions like Flanders must likewise pass a threat
perception test, which assesses a driver's ability to identify prospective risks in simulated traffic videos.

The last useful driving test happens at a licensed screening center ( keuringscentrum/ centre d'examen). It is
divided into 2 parts:

1. Off-Road Maneuvers: Basic checks (checking tires, fluids) and specific maneuvers such as reverse parking,
pulling out, or emergency situation stopping.

2. On-Road Driving: Driving in genuine traffic conditions for approximately 30 minutes while following the
inspector's directions (and sometimes following roadway indications to a specific destination).

3. Categories of Belgian Driving Licenses
Like the remainder of the EU, Belgium categorizes driving licenses based on the type of vehicle.

Classification AM: Mopeds and light quadricycles (speed restricted to 45 km/h). Minimum age: 16.

Classification A1, A2, A: Motorcycles of differing engine capacities and power outputs. Minimum age
ranges from 18 to 24.

Classification B: Standard traveler cars and light industrial vehicles. Minimum age: 18 (for the last license).



Classification C & & D: Heavy goods vehicles (trucks) and buses, respectively. These need customized
training, medical assessments, and higher age limits.

4. Administrative Requirements and Costs
Obtaining a license in Belgium involves different administrative fees. While prices fluctuate depending on the
municipality ( commune/ gemeente) and the driving school chosen, candidates must snelrijbewijs.com budget
plan for the following approximated costs:

Theory Exam Fee: EUR18-- EUR50 (depending upon the center and language help)

Study Materials (Books/Online Platforms): EUR30-- EUR100

Expert Driving Lessons: EUR70-- EUR90 per hour (Total for 20 hours: EUR1,400-- EUR1,800)

Practical Exam Fee: EUR50-- EUR70

Municipal License Card Issuance: EUR25-- EUR35

Secret Tips for Success
Study the "Priority to the Right" Rule: The most common trap for new motorists in Belgium is the
universal guideline of priority to the right ( voorrang van rechts/ priorité de droite), where chauffeurs should
yield to lorries coming from the right unless main signs shows otherwise. This applies intensely on residential
streets.

Inspect Regional Differences: Driving guidelines and screening procedures fall under regional jurisdiction
(Flanders, Wallonia, and the Brussels-Capital Region). Always examine the specific rules of the area in which
you live.

Keep Documents Updated: Once the useful exam is passed, take the documents to your regional commune
office to formally buy the plastic credit-card-style driving license.

Final Thoughts
Obtaining a Belgium driving license requires a substantial investment of both money and time, but the extensive
training makes sure that Belgian roadways stay amongst the safest in Europe. By preparing completely for the
theory exam, logging the needed practice hours, and understanding regional nuances like the priority-to-the-
right guideline, future chauffeurs will discover themselves cruising down Belgian highways with confidence in no
time.
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