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Replacement Driving License Poland

Navigating the Process: How and When to Buy a Replacement Driving
License in Poland

Losing a motorist's license, having it stolen, or watching it gradually disintegrate in a wallet is a stressful
experience for anyone living, working, or traveling in Poland. For both Polish people and foreign residents, a
driving license is more than simply a card-- it is a vital key to personal movement, professional obligations, and

daily convenience.
When a physical card is compromised, the natural question arises: how does one protect a replacement?

Navigating Polish administrative treatments can often feel daunting, especially if language barriers exist. This
detailed, informative guide explores the official paths for acquiring a replacement driving license in Poland, the
documentation required, and the stringent difference between legal administrative replacements and illicit

secondary market purchases.

Comprehending the Need for a Replacement

A driving license (known in Poland as Prawo Jazdy) might require to be replaced for a number of standard
factors. Comprehending the particular category of replacement helps candidates prepare the proper
documentation and follow the appropriate administrative path through local federal government workplaces (
Urzqd).

Typical Reasons for Replacement:

* Loss or Theft: The physical card is missing and should be reported and changed.
* Physical Damage: The card is split, faded, water-damaged, or the photograph is no longer identifiable.

¢ Expiration of Administrative Validity: While some older licenses were issued for life, modern EU licenses

have expiration dates (usually tied to medical certificates or a 15-year administrative renewal cycle).

* Modification of Personal Details: A legal name change (e.g., due to marital relationship) needs an updated

card.

* Upgrading Categories: Passing a new test for a various car class (e.g., including a motorbike or truck

category) leads to a freshly formatted card.

Legal Replacement vs. "Buying" a License Online

When people browse online for how to "purchase a replacement driving license Poland," they often experience 2

greatly different worlds. It is important to draw a sharp legal line in between them.

1. The Official Administrative Route (The Legal Way)

Obtaining a replacement legally includes paying official state processing fees, sending documentation to the
local government workplace https://kartaxpresspoland.com/ ( Starostwo Powiatowe, Urzqd Miasta, or Urzgd

Dzielnicy in Warsaw), and waiting on the state mint to print a safe, biometric file.



2. The lllegal Online Market (The Fraudulent Way)

A quick web search might reveal third-party sites or underground online forums using to "sell" or "buy" a Polish
driving license without exams, tests, or main windows registry entries. People must be explicitly warned

against these services.

® These are unlawful document-forgery operations.
* Acquiring a fraudulent license breaches Polish Penal Code (Article 270 relating to document falsification).

e Utilizing a fake license throughout a regular traffic stop or administrative check can lead to extreme criminal

prosecution, heavy fines, and possible jail time.

For that reason, the just safe, legitimate method to get a replacement driving license in Poland is through the
official community or county offices.

Required Documentation for Official Replacement

To ask for a replicate or replacement driving license in Poland lawfully, candidates should assemble a specific set
of files. While the exact requirements can differ a little depending on whether the license was lost, damaged, or

expired, the core checklist stays constant.

Checklist for a Standard Replacement:
1. Application Form: Completed and signed form for the issuance of a driving license (offered at the office or
downloadable online from the official gov.pl website).

2. Identity Document: A valid passport or Polish identity card ( Dowdd Osobisty). Immigrants need to also

provide their house card ( karta pobytu) or proof of legal stay in Poland going beyond 185 days.

3. Present Photograph: One current, clear, color picture determining 35 x 45 mm, taken versus a plain
background, revealing the person from the front without dark glasses or headwear (unless for religious

factors).
4. The Damaged License: If applying due to wear and tear, the old physical card should be surrendered.

5. Verification of Fee Payment: A receipt showing that the administrative processing charge has actually been

paid to the regional workplace's savings account.

6. Medical Certificate (If Applicable): Required if the previous license expired or if the replacement is due to a

medical condition review.

Charges and Processing Times

Budgeting money and time is vital when replacing main recognition documents in Poland.

Expense Breakdown Table

Cost Type Description Requirement Cost (PLN) Administrative Fee Requirement fee for providing a brand-new
driving license document 100.00 PLN Registration Fee Additional administrative/postal handling cost (varies
somewhat by workplace) ~ 0.50 to 5.00 PLN Medical Examination Needed just if the license credibility period
has expired Usually 200.00 PLN Courier Delivery Optional cost to have actually the card delivered straight to a
home address ~ 10.00 to 20.00 PLN

Expected Waiting Times



Once the application is effectively sent at the regional Urzgd, the information is transferred to the Polish Security
Printing Works ( PWPW).

Average Processing Time: Typically between 2 to 4 weeks.

Tracking: Applicants can keep an eye on the status of their new document online by means of the official
government website (obywatel.gov.pl or esp.pwpw.pl) by entering their individual information and

application tracking number.

Step-by-Step Guide to Filing the Application

For those ready to begin the legal replacement procedure, following a structured workflow ensures a smooth

experience.

Step 1: Gather MaterialsGather your ID, old license (if applicable), picture, and submit the application. Pay

the 100 PLN cost via bank transfer or directly at the office cashier.

Step 2: Visit the Local OfficeDetermine the proper authority based upon your home:

© In a city with county rights ( miasto na prawach powiatu), go to the City Hall ( Urzqd Miasta).
© In Warsaw, visit your specific District Office ( Urzqd Dzielnicy).

© In rural counties, go to the Starosty Office ( Starostwo Powiatowe).

Step 3: Submit and VerifySubmit the files to the clerk at the transport department ( Wydziat Komunikacji).
The clerk will validate your identity and check the main driver computer registry ( CEPIK).

Step 4: Receive ConfirmationThe clerk will provide a temporary paper verification or upgrade your digital
profile in the mObywatel app (if relevant), allowing you to drive lawfully while the physical card is being
manufactured.

Step 5: Pick Up the New CardReturn to the office or wait for the carrier shipment once the online tracker

shows that the physical license is ready.

Unique Considerations for Foreigners in Poland

Non-Polish residents residing in Poland face specific guidelines when replacing a driving license.

EU/EEA Licenses: Drivers holding a license issued by another European Union or European Economic Area
member state are usually not needed to exchange their license immediately, but they can request a Polish

equivalent or replacement if they are long-term homeowners.

Non-EU Licenses: If a foreign license from outside the EU was formerly exchanged for a Polish license, the
replacement process follows the standard domestic procedure. If the initial foreign license was lost before
conversion, acquiring a replacement needs protecting a verification letter from the releasing authority in the

home nation first.

Summary and Best Practices

Changing a driving license in Poland is a straightforward, extremely protected administrative procedure when

managed through authorities channels. To summarize the very best technique:

* Do not trust online scams offering to "sell" or "buy" replacement licenses instantly. These cause legal

difficulty, monetary loss, and extreme charges.



e Act quickly if a license is lost or stolen to avoid identity theft and avoid driving without legitimate evidence
of authorization.

¢ Keep digital backups or use the mObywatel application to have immediate access to your digital driving

credentials while awaiting a physical replacement card.

By following the legal procedures established by Polish authorities, motorists can protect a legitimate

replacement license efficiently and return on the road with total assurance.



