City cycling teaches you traffic vocabulary the hard way. The door that flings open into your lane without warning.
The driver who rushes a right turn across your path. The bus that squeezes the gutter. These moves have names
in crash reports, but to an injured rider they translate to broken collarbones, concussions, and months of rehab.
Understanding how these collisions happen, how liability is determined, and how to build a claim can change the
arc of a recovery, both medically and financially. This guide pulls from on-the-ground experience with bicycle

crashes and the way insurers, adjusters, and juries evaluate them.

What a “dooring” really looks like

Doorings rarely occur in slow motion. More often, a rider travels 12 to 18 miles per hour, a parked driver cracks
the door without checking the mirror, and the cyclist has three-quarters of a second to react. The impact whips
the front wheel, sends the rider over the bars, and the upper body takes the hit. Fractured wrists from instinctive
bracing and AC joint separations are common, along with deep lacerations from edges of the door. If a trailing car

strikes the rider after the initial hit, injuries escalate quickly.

In most jurisdictions, statutes require drivers and passengers to ensure the lane is clear before opening a door into
moving traffic, which includes bike lanes. Liability often centers on this simple duty. An insurance adjuster may
argue the cyclist rode “too close” to parked cars. The law generally allows a rider to take a safe line away from the
door zone. In practical terms, that means two to four feet from parked vehicles if the lane and traffic conditions
allow. Video from a helmet camera can be decisive because it shows speed, spacing, and the moment the door

breaks into the rider’s lane.

I've reviewed cases where the passenger, not the driver, opened the door into a bike lane. Many people assume
the passenger is uninsured and they are out of luck. In fact, the driver's auto liability policy typically covers
permissive passengers for negligence related to the operation or use of the vehicle, which includes opening a door.
An experienced bicycle accident attorney will also evaluate whether the cyclist's own uninsured or underinsured

motorist coverage applies, especially when the at-fault vehicle remains unidentified.

The right hook unfolds in a blink

The right hook usually happens at an intersection or driveway. A vehicle overtakes a cyclist, then cuts across the
bike's path to make a right turn. The rider either hits the rear quarter panel or gets thrown onto the curb.
Sometimes the driver starts beside the cyclist at a red light and accelerates just enough to beat the bike to the
turn, then pivots right. Transit buses and delivery trucks are frequent players because of their size, blind spots, and

urgency, but private cars cause plenty of hooks.

Right-of-way analysis turns on the lane configuration. If the cyclist is in a dedicated bike lane that continues
through the intersection, the rider generally has the right to proceed straight. If the driver has a separate right-
turn lane, they owe a duty to check, yield, and complete the turn without endangering the cyclist. Where the bike
lane merges or disappears, things get messy. Some states instruct cyclists to merge left into the through lane
when practicable. A defense attorney may argue the cyclist should have yielded or moved behind the car. That
argument weakens when the driver overtakes the bike and then immediately turns without signaling or leaving
enough space. Signal timing, skid marks, paint transfer, and damage location often tell the story. Impact to a

vehicle's rear passenger door or quarter panel usually supports a right-hook pattern.

Video evidence again makes or breaks these claims. Intersection cameras and commercial dash cams from

rideshare vehicles nearby can verify signal phases and movement. If you were hit near a retail corner, ask the



businesses for footage within 24 hours. Many systems overwrite memory in 48 to 72 hours, and once it is gone, it

is gone.

Liability is rarely about a single moment

Crash responsibility seldom belongs to one decision. It accrues, five and ten seconds at a time. The driver checks
the side mirror but not the blind spot. The cyclist holds the line at the edge of the painted lane with no escape
route. Traffic stacks, nerves tighten, and a rushed turn follows. In litigation, though, we still need a bright line to

apportion fault. Different states handle this differently, and the difference matters.

A handful of jurisdictions apply contributory negligence, which bars recovery if the cyclist is even one percent at
fault. Most use comparative systems. In modified comparative negligence states, a cyclist can recover if their share
of fault is not greater than the driver’s, often capped at 50 or 51 percent. Pure comparative negligence reduces
damages by the cyclist's fault percentage but never bars recovery entirely. This is not academic. If a jury values a
case at 200,000 dollars but assigns the rider 30 percent of the blame for riding in the door zone, the net becomes
140,000 dollars.

Attorneys who handle bicycle cases know to collect scene evidence that avoids hindsight bias. A rider’s speed, lane
position, visibility, and lighting all shape liability. For example, a black kit and no front light at dusk can shift a share
of fault even if the driver violated a dooring statute. Conversely, a blinking white light, reflective ankle bands, and a

clear line of travel tighten the causation between the driver's action and the injury.

The unique biomechanics of bike crashes
Bicycle injuries have patterns. In doorings, the most frequent are:

® Scaphoid fractures and distal radius fractures from bracing for impact. Missed scaphoid fractures show up

weeks later when the wrist refuses to heal, so early imaging matters.

e Shoulder separations and clavicle fractures from side impacts with doors or pavement. Many heal without

surgery, but displaced fractures, especially in athletes or manual workers, often lead to operative fixation.

® Concussions, sometimes with no loss of consciousness. Post-concussive symptoms can peak 24 to 48 hours
later, with headaches, light sensitivity, and slowed processing that threaten job performance. Neuro follow-up

supports both care and documentation.

Right hooks more often produce lower-extremity trauma because the bike's front wheel shoves left as the body
rotates right. Tibial plateau fractures and knee ligament injuries occur when the rider's leg pins against a bumper
or curb. Riders clipped into pedals sometimes twist ankles badly during separation. Understanding these patterns
helps a personal injury attorney tie mechanism to injury for skeptical adjusters who have never straddled a top
tube.

Real-world evidence that moves insurers

What you gather in the first week matters more than what you argue in the third month. Adjusters raise eyebrows

at vague narratives. They react to specifics.

® Photographs of bruising and swelling during the first ten days. Soft-tissue damage fades fast. A picture of a

purple, swollen shoulder on day two carries weight later.



* High-resolution photos of the bicycle with a focus on the front wheel, fork, brake levers, and handlebars.

Damage patterns can verify direction of force even when witness statements conflict.

® The exact make and model of your helmet, with a photo of impact marks. Helmet damage does not prove a

concussion, but it is a data point.

e The 911 call record and CAD logs. These confirm response times, location, and initial statements by
dispatchers and callers.

e Names and contact information for witnesses who stuck around. Do not rely on police to capture these

perfectly. A quick note in your phone with the spelling of the name and a cell number saves cases.

Two lists are more than enough. Everything else belongs in the narrative. More evidence helps, but only if it is
organized. A personal injury lawyer will build a chronology that ties every medical appointment and bill to the

crash mechanics and symptoms. That timeline becomes the spine of the claim package.

Insurance coverage you might not realize you have
Many cyclists fixate on the at-fault driver's policy limits. Those matter, but other coverages often come into play.

Auto medical payments coverage, or MedPay, can pay initial medical bills regardless of fault. MedPay amounts
vary widely, from 1,000 dollars to 10,000 dollars or more. Using MedPay can prevent small bills from going to

collections while the liability claim rides the slow escalator. It does not hurt your liability case to use it.

Uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage can apply even when you were on a bicycle, not driving. Policies
differ, but in many states the coverage follows the person. If a hit and run driver doors you and disappears, UM
coverage may fill the gap. When policy language uses “covered person” broadly, we pursue it. When it limits

coverage to “occupying” a vehicle, we find alternative paths, such as a household member’s policy.

Health insurance remains the backbone of medical care. Coordination between health benefits and a liability claim
involves subrogation, where the health plan seeks reimbursement from the settlement. ERISA plans and Medicare
have different rules and leverage than state-regulated plans. A personal injury attorney familiar with these regimes

can negotiate reductions that keep more money in your pocket.

If the at-fault driver was working, commercial policies are in play. A delivery truck accident lawyer will look for
motor carrier filings, certificate holders, and excess policies sitting above the primary layer. Rideshare accidents
trigger a separate set of coverage rules that depend on the app status. A rideshare accident lawyer knows the

thresholds for when the company’s policy activates.

The attorney you hire should speak “bike”

Not every car accident lawyer understands how a cyclist scans a street. That matters while framing liability in a
persuasive way. A lawyer who rides can explain why a rider took the lane approaching a pinch point, or why they
avoided a sewer grate and edged left just before the collision. These details turn juror suspicion into

understanding.
Experience also shows up in the nuts and bolts. A bicycle accident attorney should:

e Secure and read the traffic signal timing sheets and phase diagrams when intersection timing is disputed,

rather than relying on witness impressions.

* Involve a human factors expert to explain perception-reaction times in dooring and right-hook contexts,

typically 1.5 to 2.5 seconds under normal conditions, longer with obstructions.



® Preserve the bicycle, components, and helmet. Do not let a shop “true” a wheel or replace a fork before

documentation. Chain-of-custody matters if you need an engineer to analyze failure or deformation.

This is not a call for bloated litigation. It is a reminder that the right steps early can shorten the path to fair
settlement. Auto insurers are sophisticated. They recognize when a file is built properly and priced honestly. That

credibility can move a case out of the lowball tier.

Special problems: buses, trucks, and municipal claims

Right hooks from buses and heavy trucks carry higher energy and greater harm. These vehicles have wide right-
turn sweeps, with trailing rear wheels that can track inside the front wheel path. A truck accident lawyer or 18-
wheeler accident lawyer focuses on different evidence sets: driver hours-of-service logs, turn-by-turn telematics,
blind spot monitoring systems, and side underride guards where required. Some cities mandate side guards on
municipal fleets. If a city bus hooks a cyclist, notice of claim deadlines can be short, sometimes 60 to 180 days.

Missing one can sink an otherwise strong case.

When a bus or garbage truck squeezes a cyclist into a curb, police reports sometimes call it a “brush by” with no
contact. Riders may feel crazy, as if they imagined the danger. Independent witnesses and video can validate the
squeeze. Where actual contact occurred but left no visible paint transfer, handlebar tape fibers and fabric snags on
a vehicle can prove impact. A bus accident lawyer who has worked these cases knows to push for depot inspection

within days.

Delivery vehicles add another layer. A delivery truck accident lawyer checks whether the driver was an employee or
independent contractor and whether the vehicle was owned by the company, the driver, negligence injury law
firm or a third party. That affects coverage structure and settlement leverage. Improper lane change moves by
vans and straight trucks cause many pinch injuries. An improper lane change accident attorney will pair lane

position evidence with turn signal data from CAN bus systems when available.

When the cyclist is alleged to be at fault

Drivers and insurers sometimes point to cyclist mistakes. The rider passed on the right. They rolled a stale yellow.
They split lanes at a red light. The fact pattern matters and so does local law. In many places, filtering to the front
at a stop is legal. Passing on the right can be lawful if there is a bike lane or enough width and no hazard. A
distracted driving accident attorney can subpoena the driver's phone records to show they were texting, which
often dwarfs any rider misstep. If alcohol is suspected, a drunk driving accident lawyer will secure test results and

video from the booking area to preserve timing and clarity for later review.

There are also true cyclist errors. | have declined cases where a rider blew a stop sign into cross traffic and was
struck squarely by a car with right of way. Even then, comparative negligence can allow recovery for a portion of
damages if the driver was speeding or failed to brake. Each jurisdiction sets its own rules, and the facts decide the

range.

Damages that reflect lived impact

Insurance companies count medical bills and bike replacement costs. They are slower to value how injuries ripple
through daily routines. For a parent, a torn rotator cuff can make lifting a child impossible for months. For a
courier or line cook, a broken wrist can mean no paychecks. For anyone, losing a commute by bike can add hours

of transit each week. These are not abstractions. They are compensable harms when anchored in evidence.
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Keep a brief recovery journal for three months. Note sleep issues, missed work days, and activities you skip
because of pain. If you returned to riding, record distances and symptoms. If you have not returned, say why.
These notes become persuasive when combined with therapists’ range-of-motion measurements and imaging

results.

Catastrophic injuries warrant a different approach. A catastrophic injury lawyer often pulls in life-care planners and
vocational experts. Spinal cord injuries, severe TBls, and amputations need projections for decades of care, adaptive
equipment, and lost earning capacity. Settling such a case early, without those assessments, is a mistake that

cannot be undone.

How bike-friendly infrastructure plays into fault

Paint on the road changes behavior and liability. Protected bike lanes reduce dooring, because the buffer keeps
moving bikes away from car doors. At the same time, they change right-hook dynamics. A driver turning right
must cross the bike lane, often guided by green conflict paint or separate signals. If the city installed a design with
poor sight lines or mis-timed phases, a municipal liability theory might exist. Those cases are complex. Government
entities enjoy immunities and short deadlines. You need an attorney who can weigh the odds of success against

the risk of diverting focus from the clear negligence of a driver.

Where no bike infrastructure exists, a rider taking the lane to avoid the door zone or sewer grates can be a
prudent choice. Jurors respond to reason. A cyclist who can explain their decisions calmly and with reference to
safety principles often earns credibility. A pedestrian accident attorney faces similar dynamics when walkers step

into poorly marked crosswalks. Context matters more than labels.

Dealing with the bike, the shop, and the numbers

After a crash, riders want back on the road. Shops want to help. That urgency can spoil evidence. Ask the shop to
hold the bike as-is for inspection and detailed photos before any repairs. Replacement cost for modern bikes can
surprise adjusters who stopped riding in the 1990s. A carbon road frame with electronic shifting can run 4,000 to
8,000 dollars, and wheels add another 800 to 2,000 dollars. Provide original receipts if you have them. If not, pull
comparable models from the current year to show realistic replacement costs. Do not forget accessories: lights,

GPS units, saddlebags, cleats, and apparel destroyed in the fall. Document each item with price and source.

Depreciation is a point of friction. Some policies pay actual cash value, not full replacement. A well-supported
valuation, coupled with evidence that the bike was well maintained, helps push closer to replacement numbers. On
high-end builds, frame and component manufacturers may offer crash replacement pricing. Factor that into

negotiations while insisting the at-fault carrier covers the difference.

Intersections of practice areas

Bicycle cases do not exist in a vacuum. A personal injury lawyer who handles a broad range of vehicle collisions
brings useful crossovers. A rear-end collision attorney knows how to frame whiplash complaints and imaging in a
way that avoids junk-science traps. A head-on collision lawyer understands force vectors and seat belt bruise
patterns, lessons that transfer when arguing mechanism in a bike crash. A hit and run accident attorney has the
toolset to find cameras and witnesses fast. An auto accident attorney or car crash attorney fluent in insurance

policy language will see coverage avenues that a generalist misses.

At the same time, niche experience matters. A motorcycle accident lawyer appreciates two-wheeled dynamics, but

bicycle braking, weight transfer, and urban visibility differ. There is value in counsel who has lived both. Many



strong firms blend these perspectives in one team, pairing a bicycle accident attorney with colleagues who focus

on trucking, buses, and rideshares to cover the full field.

When to settle, when to fight

Most cases settle. The question is when. Early settlements make sense when liability is clear, injuries are well
documented, and the at-fault driver carries enough coverage to pay fair value. Settling too soon creates risk if
symptoms are still evolving. Post-concussion issues, for example, can flare at the four to six week mark. Knee pain
can reveal a meniscus tear after initial swelling subsides. A careful attorney builds in enough time for proper

diagnosis before locking in a number.

Litigation makes sense when insurers deny liability or downplay harm. Filing suit unlocks discovery tools that force
the defense to turn over data and answer questions under oath. It also adds cost and time. Some riders do not
want the stress of depositions and trial. Others feel compelled to force accountability. No answer is universally
right. The best car accident lawyer listens to goals, explains both paths without pressure, and calibrates strategy to

the rider’s tolerance for delay and conflict.

Practical steps riders can take today
Reality beats rhetoric. A few practical moves lower risk and strengthen any future claim.

* Run a front light day and night, even on bright days. Studies show consistent visibility gains with minimal cost

and no real downside.

® Learn the real door zone. Park yourself three feet from car doors where traffic allows, and take the lane when

the gutter narrows or hazards line the edge.

® Use a camera. A small, seatpost or helmet-mounted camera solves liability disputes more often than any other

single tool.

* Memorize the first questions to ask after a crash: Are you hurt anywhere you did not notice in the first
minute? Are there witnesses? Is there a camera nearby? Those answers fade fast.

® Store your insurance information in your phone and carry a physical card. If you are unable to speak, small

details like this can speed care and preserve coverage.

These are not guarantees. They are low-effort, high-payoff habits that stack the odds.

What a strong case looks like on paper

Imagine a typical right-hook claim. The cyclist travels in a painted bike lane at 14 miles per hour. A sedan passes,
signals right a single blink, and turns across the lane to enter a driveway. The cyclist hits the rear quarter panel,
goes down hard, and suffers a clavicle fracture and concussion. Police cite the driver for an unsafe turn. The rider

wears a front light, a rear blinkie, and a bright jersey. A nearby store captures the hook on video.

That file, well organized, wins without theatrics. A demand package includes the crash report, traffic citation,
medical records, bills, wage loss documentation with employer confirmation, photos of the bike and injuries, video
stills, and a witness statement from the store manager. It explains the legal duties tied to bike lane design and
right-of-way, cites state statutes succinctly, and attaches the city's bike master plan map to show policy support
for safe travel. The number requested ties to specific losses and a justifiable pain and suffering range. An adjuster

may still negotiate, but the spine of the case is undeniable.



Now change the facts. No video, no citation, and the driver says the cyclist “came out of nowhere.” The rider wore
dark clothing and no front light at dusk. The claim is still viable, but the valuation adjusts. A fair negotiation reflects
comparative negligence. Documentation and counsel skill still shape the outcome, but the margin shrinks. This is

where experienced judgment matters most.

Final thoughts from the saddle and the desk

Riding teaches patience, anticipation, and humility. So does building bicycle crash cases. Most drivers do not wake
up planning to injure a cyclist. Most riders do not expect a door to explode in front of them. Yet every day, these
collisions happen. The legal system can feel slow and impersonal, but it remains a tool that, properly used, restores

much of what was taken.

If you have been struck in a dooring or right hook, your priorities are simple: get medical care, preserve evidence,
and talk to a lawyer who understands bikes. Whether you hire a bicycle accident attorney, a broader personal
injury attorney, or a firm that includes a pedestrian accident attorney and an auto accident attorney under one
roof, look for fluency in two languages: traffic law and riding reality. Ask how they evaluate comparative fault, how

they gather video within 48 hours, and how they manage subrogation. Listen for plain answers, not puffery.

The road ahead includes better design, clearer laws, and more drivers who check mirrors like their own kids might
be on that bike. Until then, riders will keep pedaling, and those of us who handle these cases will keep translating

split-second decisions into fair outcomes.



