The evolution of slot games has transitioned drastically over the past decade, most notably with the rise of mobile
gaming. Thanks to platforms like MrQ and pioneers such as Big Time Gaming and Blueprint, players no longer
depend on physical cabinets or arcade machines. Instead, software freed slots from traditional screen constraints,
offering a diverse range of display formats optimized for browser-based mobile play and native iOS apps. But with
this freedom comes a key usability question: when it comes to slot legibility on mobile devices, should designers

prioritize portrait mode or landscape mode?

The Shift from Cabinet Limits to Software Freedom

Originally, slots were tied to physical cabinets, emphasizing a landscape orientation due to the horizontal reel
layout and cabinet design. This inherently limited the range of designs and the screen real estate available for

paytables, controls, and animations.

Today, with slots being predominantly software-only—Ilive on browsers and mobile apps—the constraints of
physical hardware have vanished. Slot developers can craft not only classic 5x3 reels but also complex dynamic
grids such as Big Time Gaming's Megaways, cascading reels, or post-win respins. This variety means the Ul and

interfaces need to be flexible and clear regardless of orientation.

Understanding Slot Structures and Their Impact on Readability

“Slots” encompass a broad category of reel structures—from fixed-grid classics to cascading reels and dynamic
grids. Blueprint's games often feature cascading wins and re-spins, emphasizing vertical motion. Meanwhile, Big
Time Gaming's Megaways feature uses dynamic reels with variable symbols per spin, resulting in grids that change

size and shape constantly.

These elaborate game mechanics create challenges for legibility. For example, a Megaways game’s payout lines can
be complex, and cascading reels require clear visual cues to show symbol movements and wins. These Ul elements
need to fit comfortably on the screen without crowding or forcing awkward zooming/panning, directly impacting

the player's ease of reading game status.
Why Mobile Legibility Matters

When discussing mobile legibility of slots, two factors are crucial:

* Screen Orientation: Portrait vs landscape mode affects how information is organized visually.

* Device and software environment: Browser-based mobile play and iOS apps behave differently with

regards to resolution, touch controls, and screen scaling.

Portrait Mode Slots: Benefits and Challenges

Portrait mode aligns perfectly with the natural way most users hold their phones—upright. This makes portrait-
oriented slots intuitive for quick gameplay sessions without awkward grip changes. MrQ's mobile platform often

showcases portrait-optimized slots that prioritize vertical layout, such as cascading reels or smaller fixed grids.
* Benefits:

© Natural interaction matching everyday phone use

© Good fit for tall paytables, game menus, and help screens



o Less finger stretching for spin/turbo controls at the bottom of the screen

© Vertical animation effects and cascading reels feel more immersive
® Challenges:

© Limited horizontal space to show wide paylines or detailed RTP charts
© Dynamic grids like Megaways may feel cramped if visuals are not designed carefully

© (Can restrict the size of buttons and Ul elements without clipping

Landscape Mode Slots: Benefits and Challenges

Landscape orientation recreates the traditional slot cabinet field of view, possibly preferred by seasoned players.
Blueprint's games often appear in landscape mode, enhancing space to display reels, paylines, and detailed post-

win feature progressions.
¢ Benefits:

© Ample horizontal space for intricate paylines and dynamic reel grids
© More room for displaying post-win behaviors, bonus meters, and player balances

o |deal for multi-reel or multi-game layouts
® Challenges:

© Less ergonomic for one-handed play, requiring users to rotate device
© (Can feel unnatural for quick or casual sessions

© Browser-based mobile play sometimes scales awkwardly in landscape on iOS Safari

Case Study: Big Time Gaming’s Megaways on Mobile

Big Time Gaming’s Megaways mechanic revolutionized slot dynamics by adding a variable grid: the number of
fixergrammar.com symbols on each reel and number of paylines changes every spin. On mobile devices, reading

these fluctuating layouts is a concern.
Developers often adapt to this by:

1. Using landscape mode to maximize horizontal space for a variable number of reels and paylines.
2. Implementing scalable symbols and adjustable Ul to avoid clutter or tiny icons.

3. Showing payouts and paylines in accordion-style overlays rather than always-on screens.

While Megaways has been successfully ported to portrait mode on MrQ and other platforms, landscape mode still

tends to offer a more natural reading flow for all the complex variable lines and dynamic reel behaviors.

Why Cascading Reels and Post-Win Behavior Influence Orientation

Cascading reels—where winning symbols disappear and new symbols fall from above—are a popular feature in
Blueprint games. The direction of symbol motion typically favors vertical or portrait presentation, reinforcing visual

clarity and excitement.
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Post-win respins or feature rounds are another factor. These require prominent status displays to keep the player
informed of remaining free spins, multipliers, or bonus steps. Landscape mode can afford persistent side panels,

whereas portrait modes must overlay information or hide it behind menus.

Browser-Based Mobile Play and iOS: Practical Considerations

Browser-based mobile play offers flexibility but challenges developers with inconsistent behavior depending on OS

and browser engines.

* OniOS Safari: Portrait orientation benefits from full-screen vertical scrolling but managing landscape full-

screen behavior can introduce letterboxing or Ul compression.

® Cross-browser: Ul scaling sometimes leads to jittery or inconsistent button sizes, reducing legibility

regardless of orientation.

* Apps vs Browser: Native iOS apps (like MrQ app) can better control orientation and Ul than browser

versions.



Summary: Which Mode Is Easier to Read?

Criteria Portrait Mode Landscape Mode Natural Holding Position Excellent (matches phone grip) Requires device
rotation Reading Paytables & Payouts Limited horizontal space; scroll often needed More space; better for detailed
paylines Complex Dynamic Grids (Megaways) Possible but potentially cramped Ideal for displaying variable reels
Cascading Reel Visuals Highly immersive vertical animation Possible but less natural Post-Win Feature Info Display
Overlays or menus needed Side panels easily displayed Touch Controls Accessibility One-handed easier, bottom

buttons Requires more hand movement
Ultimately, the choice depends on the game structure:

e |f the game focuses on tall cascading animations, simple reels, or casual quick plays, portrait mode offers

superior legibility and ergonomics.

¢ |f the game involves complex, wide dynamic grids like Megaways or requires persistent display of detailed

payout info, landscape mode provides better visual clarity.

Closing Thoughts

The rise of mobile gaming platforms such as MrQ, combined with innovations from Big Time Gaming and
Blueprint, reflects a shift toward software freedom that challenges the old cabinet norms. Neither portrait nor

landscape mode is objectively better; it depends on the slot's design mechanics and player context.

When evaluating mobile legibility, always check how game features such as cascades, Megaways, and post-win
rounds are integrated into the slot’s Ul. Developers must tailor orientation choice not by marketing trends but by
how the paytables, reels, animations, and controls coexist in a legible, intuitive interface optimized for browser-
based play and iOS devices.

In short: don't assume "Megaways” means landscape, and don't think cascading reels can't shine in portrait—

understanding what the slot demands is the key to reading it easily on your phone.



