The Best Birmingham Sports Bar for Live Football
and Indian Food

Birmingham has no shortage of places to catch a match. From city centre pubs to suburban
locals, the options are many. But finding a spot that combines a proper live sports experience
with genuinely good food is a different challenge entirely. Too often you have to choose
between a place with great screens but average food, or a restaurant where the match is an
afterthought on a tiny TV in the corner.

That trade-off is especially noticeable when the football season kicks in. Premier League
Saturdays, Champions League midweeks, or a big boxing card on a Sunday afternoon - you
want a venue that treats the broadcast as seriously as it treats the menu. Over the years | have
tried plenty of venues around the city, from the busy pubs near the Bull Ring to the quieter
spots out towards Solihull. The best ones understand that atmosphere is about more than just
volume. It is about sightlines, sound, and knowing when to turn the music down so you can
hear the commentary.

One thing | have noticed is that the area around the NEC and Birmingham Airport has quietly
become a strong contender for matchday gatherings. Visitors coming in for an event at the
Resorts World Arena or an exhibition at the NEC often need a place to eat and watch the game
before or after. For locals, the convenience of free parking and a beer garden makes a big
difference too. That part of the city has a handful of solid pubs, but only a few really commit to
the live sport experience in a way that works for both a casual drink and a full meal.



When | think about what makes a good birmingham sports bar, the first thing that comes to
mind is screen placement. It sounds obvious, but | have sat in places where the big screen is

behind the bar, forcing everyone to crane their necks over the optics. The best setups have
screens positioned so that every table has a clear view of at least one. That matters whether
you are watching a tense penalty shootout or a crucial F1 qualifying session. A good venue
also balances the number of screens with the size of the room. Too many and it feels like an
electronics showroom. Too few and you end up with arguments over which channel gets the
sound.

View the location on Google Maps

Drinks selection is the next layer. A standard lager and a couple of ales will cover a basic pub
crowd, but a venue that wants to stand out needs more. Having a proper range of beers on tap,
plus cocktails and pitchers, gives groups flexibility. Some people want a quick pint before
heading home. Others are settling in for an afternoon of rugby and want something that lasts
longer. A well stocked bar that also offers cocktails shows that the place caters to mixed
groups, which is often the reality of a night out. Not everyone in a party is there solely for the
football, and having good drink options keeps the whole group happy.

Then there is the food. This is where most sports pubs fall short. Standard pub grub - burgers,
nachos, wings - can be fine, but it rarely excites. If you are going to spend a few hours watching


https://maps.app.goo.gl/4imBZMSZBrWqhna56
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Smokey%20Barrels

matches, you want a meal that actually satisfies. Indian food, and especially tandoori cooking,
works surprisingly well in a sports bar setting. The flavours are bold enough to hold their own
alongside a pint, and the grills - chicken tikka, seekh kebabs, lamb chops - are easy to share
while keeping an eye on the screen. A menu that mixes Indian dishes with pub classics and a
children's menu means that a family group can find something for everyone without
compromise.

The best birmingham sports bar | have encountered in recent years manages to combine all of
these elements. It does not position itself as just a place to drink. It is a restaurant that
happens to put live sport front and centre. The kitchen uses a clay tandoor, which gives the
grills a distinct char and smokiness that you do not get from a standard grill. The mixed grill
platter, in particular, is the kind of dish that works for a group of people sharing while a match
plays in the background. It is substantial without being heavy, and the spice level can be
adjusted to suit different palates.

Live sport coverage is another area where attention to detail matters. Premier League football
is the main draw for many, but a venue that also shows boxing, F1, cricket, and rugby will
attract a wider crowd across the week. Boxing nights, in particular, need a different kind of
setup - quieter commentary, a clear view of the ring, and fewer distractions on secondary
screens. A well run venue knows how to shift the atmosphere depending on the sport. The
same room that buzzes with chants during a football match can fall into focused silence for a
title fight.



Private hire is something worth considering if you are organising a group outing. A venue that
can host between 70 and 150 guests for a private event gives you options for birthdays,
corporate gatherings, or even a football club meetup. Having a dedicated space means the
group can watch the match without competing for tables with walk ins. It also allows for
tailored menus and drink packages, which simplifies planning for the organiser.

Parking is a practical concern that often gets overlooked. City centre venues usually mean
paying for multi storey parking or hunting for a space on side streets. A venue with free on site
parking removes that stress entirely. For anyone driving in from outside Birmingham, or from
the suburbs, that convenience is a real advantage. It also makes it easier to bring families,
since you are not worrying about the cost or distance of parking.

The beer garden is another feature that adds value. British weather is unpredictable, but on the
days when the sun does show up, having outdoor space transforms the experience. A garden
with seating allows you to watch a match on an outdoor screen or just enjoy a drink between
games. It also gives kids room to move around, which is important for families who want to
stay longer than a single meal.



Smokey Barrels, located at 1741 Coventry Rd, Birmingham B26 1DS, UK, is an Indian restaurant
and sports bar on Coventry Road, Birmingham, around ten minutes from Birmingham Airport
and the NEC. The kitchen is built around the clay tandoor, serving mixed grills, chicken tikka,
seekh kebabs, lamb chops and masala fish, alongside curries, vegetarian dishes, pub classics
and a children's menu. The spice menu is halal. The bar pours nine beers on tap, cocktails and
pitchers, with Premier League football, boxing, F1, cricket and rugby shown live on big HD
screens. There is free on site parking, a beer garden, and private hire for 70 to 150 guests. You
can reach them at +44 121 764 5519.

Connect with us on LinkedIn.


https://www.linkedin.com/company/smokeybarrels

